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VI. 


Amphibia.*—The general outline of the 
ear in the divisions of animals ranging next 
in the order of our ascensive method of study, 
although imperfectly developed, in compari- 
son with the organ as found in mammalia, 
notwithstanding, some prominent 

res distinctive of its superiority when 
regarded in juxta-position with the instru- 
ments of hearing in fishes. If our object 
were, at this department of the course, to in- 
vestigate, with precision and minuteness, the 
steps of development through which the 
auditory apparatus consecutively passes, in 
common with other organs in these cold- 
blooded vertebrata, it would constitute our 
primary business here to examine into its 
condition previously to the occurrence of the 
metamorphosis in their general structure, by 
which the animals are qualified to sustain the 
‘ransition from an aquatic respiration by 
to atmospheric breathing by true 

lungs. By adhering, however, to the more 
division + of the emphihia, 


* Apouc, utrinque ; vita. 

+ [As the real zoological distinction between 
the amphibia, properly so called, and rep- 
tiles is not very generally recognised and 
received, it is desirable to introduce this divi- 
sion of our subject, by a summary explanation 
of the grounds upon which it is established. 
The toad and frog families, constituting the 

No. 927, 


by which the orders composing it are ar- 
ranged, according to a principle founded on 
the absence or presence and duration of the 
branchia, the progression of development 
will be to a great extent followed out. It 
will be immediately anticipated that the ear 
in these inferior genera, as the proteus and 
siren, in which, from the persistence of the 
branchiw, the respiration, and therefore the 
whole mode of living is aquatic, should offer 
points of close affinity in its construction to 
the acoustic organ of fishes; a class from 
which the lower amphibia are removed by no 
very obvious grades of organisation. This 
approximation to the ear of fishes will, like- 
wise, be found to exist in the superior rep- 
tiliform groups (of which the genera of 
bombinator and rana, or frog-tribes, supply 
examples), during their tadpole stage of 
existence, and before the disappearance of 
the means for aquatic life, although, subse- 
quently, when this temporary period is suc- 
ceeded by the permanent conditions of the 
adult animal, the organ acquires elements of 
correspondent perfection. A consideration 
of the acoustic properties of the dense medium 


genus rana of Linnwus, were, even at a 
recent period, regarded as a sub-order of 
reptiles ; while the term amphibia was like- 
wise thought rightly applicable to the higher 
genera of the true reptiles, from the circum- 
stance of possessing the power of maintaining 
a temporary stay in the water. The term 
amphibia, however, in its physiological sig- 
nification, respects the change that occurs in 
the organic economy of the animal, after 
which an aquatic residence ceases to be com- 
patible with its continued existence. In the 
transition from the aquatic to an atmospheric 
mode of living, a general meta is of 
structure takes place, by which the altered 
wants of the animal in its new element are 
securely supplied. Those animals, then, 
which are not destined to pass the infancy of 
their existence in a larva state, or that of in- 
complete formation, subsequently to mount to 
a standard of higher organisation, are those 
to which the term reptiles is now restricted, 
These transitions of structure in reptiles, like 
all the higher vertebrata, happen while the 
animal is yet in ove.—T, Wiittams.)} 
2A 
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of which they are permanent inhabitants, at | neither nor cochlea, the other 
Once suggest not the inutility only, bat even | possessing appendages). The ear in 


the injuriousness of providing them with a| the former division is distinguished by an 
tympanum, or even a cochlea, since either, if | elongation of the membranous sacculus into 
Fig. 6. a pouch, which assumes the functions of an 
4 oval fenestra. In the possession of this 
fenestra the auditory organ in the proteus 
aod siren, and the larva state of the genera 
pseudobranchus and menobranchus, which 
are the lowest in the scale of amphibious 
animals, is distinguished from this organ in 
the higher fishes. While, however, we re- 
mark the complete absence of the membrana 
tympani and the cavity of the tympanum, a 
delicate columellar bone is observed to have 
its expanded inner extremity adjusted in 
contact with the summit of the fenestra! pro- 
jection of the labyrinth ; and to extend in some 
examples a little outwards, to rest its exter- 
nal extremity in the neighbouring integument, 
indicating thus the situation of the future 
tympanic cavity, while itself is the faint re- 
presentative of the more perfect columella, 
and more remotely of the elaborated stapes. In 
some of the inferior genera this rudimental 
stapes is further reduced to the condition of 
a simple lamina of bone, attached to the 
sacculus, as the minute scales of a fish con- 
ceal and adhere to the spot upon which they 
rest. 
The semicircular canals, and likewise the 
vestibular sac, with its contained calcareous 
lapilli, in their general formation are closely 
analogous to the corresponding parts in 
osseous fishes, presenting some slight differ- 
ence only in the dimensions of the sacculus 
rotundus, which is synonymous with the 
vestibule of the higher animals. In relation 
to the calcareous concretions which attain, as 
formerly shown, their greatest magnitude in 
cartilaginous fishes, it is surprising that 
Miller denies the uniform presence of these 
acoustic substances in the class amphibia, 
stating only that they are present in appre- 
we 3 ciable form in the genera which are nearest 
allied to fishes, as the menobranchus. It is, 
The however, capable of demonstration, that 
vestibule laid open, showing _ concretions, of varying magnitudes, are to 
(a) end (0) found in the whole class, from the proteus at 
cae may would contribute little towards the one extreme to the reptiliform genus of ceci- 
aculty of audition. With reference to the lia at the other. 
general situation of the labyrinth in the lower| Io an earlier lecture, a detailed descrip- 
orders of amphibious animals, it resembles tion was given of the communication be- 
that of the higher fishes, in which it is almost tween the posterior extremity of the sac- 
wholly inclosed in the temporal bone, pre- culus rotundus and the integument op 
senting only a limited point for communica- the side and back of the head; the alleged 
tion with the encephalic meninges. This resemblance of which in office to the tenestra 
arrangement is observed to exist in the lowest ovalis was also considered. I¢ is not, how- 
ogre as the proteus, siren, menobranchus. ever, improbable that, from the slight rela- 
these aquatic species, then, neither the tions of the vestibular diverticulum to the 
tympanum nor the cochlea has yet appeared. surface, although this arrangement may little 
Without, therefore, prosecuting our examina- improve the function of hearing, it may yet, 
tion into the mechanism of the organ of hear-| if regarded transcendentally or structurally, 
ing in the succeeding groups of the amphi- be considered as the analogue of the fenestra 
bious division of animals, the propriety will ovalis in the inferior orders of amphibia. In 
at once appear obvious, of reducing them both, with trifling exceptions, the whole 
into two sections (of which one presents | organ is covered externally by the integu- 
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mhent, without any practicable communication 
with the stmospher In the lower amphi- 
bia, therefore, are no discoverable indi- 


cations of an external meatus; the only 
mean, consequently, for the conduct of sono- 
rous impulses to the acoustic instrument, 
is that afforded by the solid materials of the 
head and body. 

In the second and higher 
we have resolved the class, the ear assumes a 
more complex structure; the tympanum, in- 
cluding the Eustachian tube, and imperfect 
ossicala being superadded. The tympanum, 
as an unequivocal element of the ear, is first 
seen in the batrachian genera of amphibious 
animals; a statement, however, to which the 
bombinator family offers an exception. 

Although the membrana tympani, by cau- 
tious examination, is susceptible of separate 
demonstration, it is, notwithstanding, very 
intimately blended with the integument con- 
cealing and overstretching its area. The 
temporal bone presents a circular aperture, 
the circumference of which is distinguished 
by a sulcus, into which the membrane accu- 
rately fits. The frog affords a good instance 
in which this construction may be exhibited. 
The membrane here, as in all other classes of | 
animals, deviates somewhat from the cir- 
cular, by measuring more vertically than 
horizontally. The figure of the membrane 
varies: in the frog there is a slight central | 
elevation internally, giving to a section of it) 
the appearance of nearly a double plane. In| 


the batrachian orders the membrana tympani 
is rendered visible by a well-marked depres- | 
sion, with an appearance of thinness the 
skin. 

The cavity of the tympanum contains a/| 


well-developed ossiculum. These ossicles, | 


in some examples, appear to be fused | 
into one, and assume the characters of al 
columella, stretching as a pillar of commu-| 
nication between the oval fenestra of the | 
labyrinth and tympanic membrane. The | 
outer termination of this acoustic columa, is 
divisible into two or three cartilaginous 
pieces, attached to the plane of the membrane 
of the tympanum, and thought by some ana- 
tomists to present remote but typical resem- 
blances to the ossicles, which in the amphibia, 
reptiles, and birds are apparently absent,— 
— malleus, namely, with the incus and orbi- 
cular. 

This form of ear is found in the families of 
frogs and toads. There are some orders, 
however, of the amphibious class in which | 
the membranai tympani acquires a cartilagi- | 
nous structure ; with this state two ossicula | 
are generally associated. In all the genera 
in which the tympanum is developed the Eu- 
Stachian tube is necessarily present, sinee the 
former is nothing more than a prolongation 
rom the mucous membrane of the fauces— 
its formation, consequently, involves that of 
the communicating tube. In the frogs and 
toads, and other batrachians, the Eustachian 


tubes terminate in the fauces by a cartilagi- 
nous and prominent aperture: in other 
genera the extremities of the tubes from op- 
posite sides unite, and open only by one 
aperture in the median line of the pharynx. 


into which | the 


The organ of hearing i 

rison with that of the preceding classes of 
animals which we have examined, acquires 
considerable complexity, from the 

tion of a cochlea rotunda, with 
a tympanic cavity traversed by a well-formed 
columella. There are genera, however, 
comprehended in the class of reptiles, as 
the ophidia, or serpent tribe, in which the 
tympanum, as a cavity, appears to be almost 
entirely wanting. The twofold division, 
therefore, of the organ of hearing in these 
animals is suggested according to the obvious 
presence or incomplete formation of the tym- 
panic cavity. It will be remembered that a 
parallel classification was adopted in the exa- 
mination of the auditory apparatus in am- 
phibious animals ; in which case its propriety 
was further supported by a correspondence 
between the habits of the animal with refer- 
ence to aquatic and aerial living, and the or- 


| ganisation of the ear. But this conformity 


of stracture with office and mode of existence 
in the inferior genera of reptiles, does not so 
satisfactorily appear. It is right to state 
that the grouping of this class into the two 
leading divisions of those, firstly, in which 
the tympanum is very imperfectly developed, 
or entirely absent; and those, secondly, in 
which its presence can be readily demon- 
strated, communicating with the pharyngeal 
cavity through the inter-channel of the 
Enstachian tube, is given upon the authority 
of Miller. There are not wanting other 
physiologists, however, whose names are 
weighty as authorities in the science of com- 


| parative anatomy, who, in part, deny the 


correctness of the data upon which this clas- 
sification is founded. The statement of the 
former physiologist is that, in the ophidian 


‘reptiles, the chamber of the tympanum is 
wholly unformed; while the accounts and 
dissections 


of Grant and Owen, in common 
2A2 


| In the amphibia, then, it has been seen that 
| the cochlea and fenestra rotunda are unde- 
veloped: in the succeeding class, reptiles, 

ly appear, 

Fig. 9. 

The figure to the left is the columella of the toad, 
~-¥-, = Ge right the columella of the frog 
wit ca silage. 


naturalists, tend to prove that 

reptiles possess this accessory 
of the acoustic instrument, although in 
ition of rudimentary development. The 
ission of accuracy in the description of 
authors, therefore, involves the ne- 
of qualifying the proposed classilica- 


Internal Ear of the Turtle, 
Fig. 10, 


(a) Cartilage corresponding to the membrana 


T um at both extremities, in 
and internal chamber, connected 


by the isthmus tympani. 
(c) The columella. 
(4) The vestibule with its membrane. 
(e) One of the semicircular canals. 


As a general account of the ear in the class 
now under review, it may be observed, that 
an intimate analogy is presented between the 
organ in reptiles and birds. But while the 
space which it occupies in the cranial parietes 
in the former division of animals is more 
limited than in the latter, the essential ele 
ment of the labyrinth, the vestibule, acquires 
disproportionate dimensions. The semicir- 
cular canals, on the contrary, experience 
obvious diminution of size, the number con- 
tinuing unchanged. It is in this order of 
animals, whose respiration, organisation, and 
habits, make them (errestrial, that the initial 
germ of the cochlear appendage is seen. The 
progress of our examination, therefore, proves 
the cochlea to be subsequent to the tympa- 
nic cavity in the progress of development. 
By a careful dissection of this element in 
reptiles, the question, once disputed, may be 
determined, thatthe cochlear chamber is not 
derived from a spiral elongation of the proper 
membranous labyrinth, but consists rather of 
a diverticulum from the vasculo-fibrinous 
lining of the osseous labyrinth, itself being, 
originally, a derivation from the cerebral 
meninges. This fact has been already ex- 
plained ; yet from the interest which attaches 
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to the origin of this singular addition to the 
auditory apparatus, there is probably no 
charge of tedium incurred by its repetition. 
Since we possess a very incomplete amount 
of knowledge, in reference to the true phy- 
siological signification of the convoluted form 
of the cochlea, that course of study becomes 
at once desirable and important, which seeks 
to determine its office in the process of audi- 
tion, by taking advantage of the analysis 
which nature herself presents, and thus 
ceed from the simple to the complex, 

the more intelligible to the less easily deter- 
mined, Iu reptiles, then, the cochlea ap- 
pears under the character of a plain and un- 
convoluted pouch, the interior of which is 
divided into two imperfect scale by a verti- 
cal partition or septum, which constitutes the 
uncomplicated prototype of the future lamina 
spiralis, The whole appendage is contained 
in a portion of cartilage, itself lodged in an 
excavation provided in the petrous bone, to 
which the external surface of the former is 
intimately adherent. This structure, which 
may be termed the cochlear cartilage, loses ita 
individual form in birds and mammifera, in 
consequence of an ossific transformation 
which identifies it with the surrounding bone. 
The cochlea in external figure in this group 
of animals resembles a short — and 
cecal canal, in continuity with the 

of the osseous labyrinth. The septum, by 
which its cavity is multiplied into two minor 
chambers, is delicate, and membranous ia 
structure, proceeding longitudinally from the 
base to the apex of this conoidal cochlea, 

At the summit or apex the partition per- 
forms a semicurve, and hy growing deficient 
leaves an aperture of communication be- 
tween the two cavities, which latter consti- 
tutes the obscure beginning of the elaborately 
organised vestibular and tympavic scale of 
the higher mammiferous animals. 

The soft structures which invest the inte- 
rior of the osseous cochlea, are theoretically, 
and, indeed, demonstrably, twofold; that, 
firstly, which subserves the purposes of a 
periosteum to the bone, being a production 
of the dura mater; and that, secondly, which 
lies in immediate contact with the contained 
fluid, or perilymph of Breschet, being a va- 
ginal process obtained from the arachnoid 
tunic, and, therefore, serous in its character. 
It appears probable, from the simplicity of 
the plan upon which the cochlea of reptiles 
and birds is constructed, that the membranous 
septum, of which a description has just been 
given, owes its formation to the folding of 
the lining membranes upon themselves, and 
their attachments to the opposite walls of the 
cavity. 

If this explanation be so far correct, it re- 
quires no ingenuity to conceive that such an 
arrangement would leave a space at the sum- 
mit of the cone which 
necessarily correspond with that portion 
the cochlea which, in the mammalia, is 
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known as the cupola, or helicotrema ; allowing 
thus the undulations in one scala to propa- 
js themselves uninterruptedly to the other. 

position of this rudimental cochlea, rela- 
tively to that of the vestibule and semicircular 
canals, is inferior and anterior, not unlike the 
situation that it holds in quadrupeds, in 
which it occupies an anterior relation to the 
vestibule, being situate between the meatus 
auditorius internus behind and internal, and 
the canalis caroticus in front. In reptiles, 
the inferior and external wall of the cochlea 
presents an aperture, the analogue of the 
fenestra rotunda or cochlew, in the higher 
animals. The partition which removes the ca- 
vities of the cochlear sac from that of the tym- 
paoum, which in all reptiles, as already ex- 
plained, is present, in a more or less perfect 
form, is cartilaginous and slender, having 
the fenestra which conducts to the scala 
tympani as a depression, differing only from 
the remainder of the walls in the more deli- 
cate structure of the membrane by which it 
is closed, This fenestra is likewise known 
under the term of membrana tympani secon- 
daria, in consequence of its resembling in 
structure, and, perhaps, somewhat in func- 
tion, the proper membrane of the tympa- 
num, 

In relation to the semicircular canals in 
reptiles, the observation has been made that 
they present a reduced size, while numeri- 
cally they amounted, as usual, to three. The 
position of the cochlea being inferior and an- 
terior, that of canals is consequently superior 
and posterior. Although the mean propor- 
tions of the canals is diminished in reptiles 
when estimated in comparison with the same 
parts of the labyrinth in fishes, birds, and 
mammalia, individual variations of diameter 
exist. The size of the anterior vertical 
canal exceeds considerably that of the pos- 
terior ; this again being greater than the mid- 
dle. The anterior extremities of the supe- 
rior and horizontal canals communicate with 
the sinus placed on the front of the vestibule, 
undergoing, before their entrance into it, an 
ampullary dilatation; and the posterior ves- 
tibular sinus, according to the description of 
De Blaiaville, receives the posterior crura of 
the same canals, “extrémité du canal verti- 
cal posterieur, dont l'ouverture, ainsi que la 
posterieure du canal horizontal, ont lieu 
dans le sinus vestibulaire posterieur. Les 
deux autres extrémités des canaux verti- 
caux se réunissent toujours en un canal 
commune qui n’a qu'un seul orifice dans 
le vestibule.” The labyrioth in reptiles is 
filled by a fluid, partaking of a gelatinous 
character, and corresponding to the peri- 
lymph of birds and mammifera. Blainville 
States, that a communication, even by means 
of an aperture, exists between the labyrinth 
and cerebral cavity in reptiles, an account 
the accuracy of which is questionable. 
Other anatomists more correctly describe the 
entire of the auditory apparatus alike in am- 


phibia, reptiles, birds, and mammalia, as 
wholly incased in the cranial bones. 

(The physiological error has been com- 
mitted of supposing a necessary relation be- 
tween the tympanic cavity and cochlear ap- 
pendage, and of imagining that wher- 
ever the former element of the ear exists, the 
presence of the latter with its membrana 
tympani secondaria is consequently implied. 
Comparative anatomy, however, and the 
materials furnished by these lectures, afford 
data for the refutation of such a notion, The 
fact is pow universally known, that the higher 
genera of batrachian amphibia, of which 
frogs and toads present us with prominent 
examples, possess a tympanum very advanced 
in development, traversed at its upper and 
posterior extremity by an extended columella ; 
and it is a circumstance equally well ascer- 
tained, that the cochlea, and, therefore, its 
tympanic fenestra, are wholly unformed. It 
then obviously follows, that the cavity in these 
amphibious animals has, for its exclusive 
office, to insulate the columellar stapes in its 
extension from the oval fenestra to the mem- 
brane of the tympanum, rather than to contain 
air for actively assisting the process of audi- 
tion. Undulations excited in the air occupy- 
ing its cavity, evidently cannot affect 
labyrinth during the absence of the fenestra 
rotunda, since vibrations are propagated with 
very neutralised intensity from one substance 
to another, when the diflerence of their densi- 
ties is so great as that which exists between 
air and solids. The inference, therefore, is 
natural, that the existence of an unequivocal 
cochlea and fenestra rotunda, presuppose the 
development of a tympanic cavity; buat 
that the formation of the latter is no neces- 
sary ground for predicating the presence 
of the former appendage. It should, how- 
ever, be known, that the fenestra rotunda, 
closed by the secondary membrane tympani 
may exist without a cochlea. The proof that 
there is no unvarying constancy in the rela- 
tionship between the round fenestra and 
cochlea, is furnished us in the chelonian sub- 
genera of reptiles, in which the labyrinth 
presents a fenestra rotunda, although destitute 
of proper cochlea.—-T, 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF TAE 
PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF 
AMAUROSIS. 
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Part V. 
Amaurosis from Atony of the Retina,— 
Treatment, 
Tuts functional variety of amaurosis is by 
bo means uscommon; according to my ex- 
i always inc ing in severity as 
g as its predisposing exciting causes 
remain in operation, although it may conti- 


nue for without leading to any other 
vastony nor have I ever witnessed 
any such transformation. “ The tone of the 
retina may be destroyed or deranged by 
causes acting gradually or suddenly, quite 
Independent of general debility, in a similar 
manner, as the nervous powers of all other 
of the system may be diminished or 
yed by excessive employment, or 
powerfully-depressing and rapidly-enervating 
ageots.”* The distinguishing feature of this 
Variety is, that vision is perfect when the eyes 
are first employed after rest. The patient 
can see small things as well as large; but 
sight fails with watering of the eye, pain in 
the head and globe, &c. After the patient 
has exercised his vision for some time, the se- 
verity of the symptoms, and the time that 
the patient can use his eyes before their ac- 
cession, depends much on the duration of the 
affection, and the peculiarity of the case. 
The idiopathic varieties have seemed to 
me to occur under two very different condi- 
tions : first, in connection with general debi- 
lity, excitable nervous system, and cachectic 
health; the second with general headach, 
and evident cerebral congestion, especially 
connected with the failure of vision, induced 
by exercise of the eyes. It is, however, 
especially necessary to bear in mind what I 
have already advanced, as alone characteris- 
ing the derangement, inasmuch as many 
er forms of amaurosis are marked by 
increase in the defect of vision when 
organs have been tried by employment ; 
r—J namely, that the sight is perfect at 


Symptoms.—Examination of the organs 
would lead to a knowledge of the cause ; for 
whilst the affection deserves the name of 
™ weakness of vision,” all the textures ap- 

healthy: the iris retains its brilliancy, 
colour, and radiated appearance ; the pupil 
answers normally to the stimulus of light, 
except after exercise, or in very advanced 
cases, when it is dilated more than natural, 
and less obedient to the alternation of light 
and shade. The appearance of the eye, as 
regards vascularity, differs in the two forms 
of the complaint I have previously alluded 
to: in the first, the organ is generally abnor- 
mally pale and bloodiess ; in the second, tra- 
versed by several large, tortuous, conjuoc- 
tival vessels, the eye becoming quite con- 
from exercise. In all cases, however, 

the various humours and textures are per- 
fectly clear and transparent, the size and 
shape healthy, and the solidity normal. 
Beer's description is appropriate ; a variety 
of amaurosis, “ the characteristic symptoms 
of which consist peculiarly and entirely in 
an impairment or loss of vision, without any 
morbid change in the organic matter of the 


* Vide author's “ Sketch of the Patho- 
logy of Amaurosis,” Med. Gazette, vol. i., 
1839-40, p. 942. 
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eye.” So far so good; but this author sub- 
sequently gives a most absurd and miscella- 
neous collection of the causes producing 
amaurosis, from direct local or general weak- 
ness.* 

I have remarked, that many of the patients 
who are affected with an atonic condition of 
the retina, are imperfectly protected from the 
influence of superior light: the superciliary 
ridges of the frontal bone being flat and un- 
developed, the eyebrows deficient, and the 
eyes projecting. 

Work-girls, shoemakers, &c., who greatly 
over-work their retina, frequently apply wit 
this affection: they complain of its gradual 
increase, and the almost useless condition of 
vision in very advanced cases. Many of 
them have eadeavoured to remedy this defect 
by the use of convex glasses, which have 
only added to the already-existing evil: they 
have then gone on increasing the degree of 
curve in the lens, in proportion to the in- 
creased waat of tone in the retina, until the 
have found out the utter uselessness of suc 
measures. When questioned about their 
symptoms, they state that they see perfectly, 
at first, in a good light, even wheo the object 
examined is very minute; but that sooner or 
later, after exercise, great dimness and con- 
fusion arises; bodies seem to be enveloped 
in mist, confused aod distorted—ia popular 
language, seem to run together; a sense of 
weariness and aching comes on ino the eye, 
with a painful and distressing feeling in the 
brow ; in some cases with headach, vertigo, 
and flushing of the face: the lid drops, the 
eye waters, and the patient finds himself 
quite unable to pursue his accustomed em- 
ployments. If the same causes remain in 
operation, the symptoms become daily aug- 
mented, vision becomes confused and imper- 
fect almost immediately on exercise, and 
complete amaurosis is induced by the slight- 
est straining of the sight; bat even at this 
stage, vision is much more perfect in a clear 
light, readily perceiving large and distant 
objects when brilliantly illuminated ; nor is 
any pain induced by passive vision. 

Pathology.—There can be no doubt, I 
think, that these symptoms arise from atony 
of the retina, although some observers have 
regarded this as very doubtful—a_ condition 
of the retina similar to that failure of func- 
tion seen in other parts where the employ- 
ment exceeds and overpowers the tone ; im- 
plying a condition of exercise which exceeds 
that which would have met the exigency and 
originated hypertrophy, and obeying a gene- 
ral law, seen throughout the system gene- 
rally; viz., that where an increased demand 
is made on the functions of any part, if the 
part itself and the powers of the constitution 
at large permit, Nature pot only compensates 
for the increased loss by wear and tear, but 

* Lehre von den Augenkrankheiten, als 
Leitfaden, &c., vol. ii., p. 449. 
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this, rendering the part more com- 
t for its increased duties ; but, on the 
contrary, if the part or the constitution be 
unable to compete with the disturbing cause, 
either deficiency of tone in themselves, or 
from the excess in the disturbing cause, then 
the function and structure are overpowered, 
and atony is superinduced; according to the 
severity of the cause and the local or general 
deficiency, so the defect is proportional, and 
its increase regulated by the same laws. 
Again, atony may be induced by causes 
which at once depress or destroy ; as, for in- 
stance, a flash of lightning, blows on the eye, 
&e., or any other powerful impression or 
stimulus which can paralyse the retina; buf 
these rarely remain as such, inflammation 
succeeds, and blindness may result from its 
effects: they are also frequently complicated 
with inflammation and ulceration of the 
cornea, &c.* Hence we learn that either 
the tone of the part may alone be deficient, or 
that the part and constitution are both atonic; 
and this forms the grand division of these 
cases of amaurosis from atony of the retina : 
in one the powers are depressed generally, 
and the health cachectic ; in the other there is 
no observable loss of strength generally, 
but, on the accession of di of sight, the 
head becomes congested. A couple of cases 
will illustrate this form of amaurosis. 

Case 1.—Ann Marsh, twenty-four years of 
age, was admitted an out-patient of the 
West of England Eye Infirmary, May 8, 
1810, under the care of Mr. De la Garde. 
The case was entered as “ weakness of 
vision” —duration four years. 

The following history was obtained May 
26, 1840 :—She informed me that she was a 
housemaid, but had to work a great deal 
with her needle; usually enjoyed good 
health, but was very liable to headach, 
especially when she had strained her sight by 
small work ; that her general strength was not 
deficient, although exceedingly nervous ; her 
general appearance was healthy ; she was of 
moderate height, rather stout ; but her man- 
ner was peculiar, and slightly hysterical ; the 
eyes were by no means congested (this after 
the organs had been rested some time), they 
were large, white, and brilliant; the “‘ white 
of the eye” was pearly-white, and _ bril- 
liant. 

Incipient Symptoms.—She first found the 
sight defective about four years since (from 

ay, 1840), after employing her eyes much 
on any small object, and that this was at- 
tended with weariness and aching of the 
globes and brow if she persisted; but the 
eyes did not water; and she recovered her 
* Vide author's papers,—*“ Effects of Vio- 
lence to the Eye.” Lancet, 1839-40, vol. ii., 
p. 711; “ Classification of Uicers of the 

” Lancet, 1839-40, vol.ii., p. 955; 
“ Aquo Capsulitis,” &c., Med, Gazette, 
1839-40, vol. ii., p. 460, 


sight completely, after a short interval of 
re 


pose, 

Present Symptoms.—She now sees quite 
distinctly “ small as well as large objects” og 
first viewing them; but, if the effort to regard 
them be continued for a short time, they be- 
come dim and indistinct, and finally dis- 
appear altogether; this being attended with 
severe headach, uneasiness and aching in the 
globe and brow, watering of the eye, 
dropping of the upper eyelid. These symp- 
toms cease after repose of the eyes, but are 
again renewed by a repetition of the exciting 
cause. As I before remarked, during repose 
of the organs, they appeared patural, but 
protruding, and highly reflective of light: the 
tongue was coated, but moist; the appetite 
and digestion good ; the bowels regular ; and 
the uterine functions but little, if at all, dis- 
turbed. Independent of the sight, she is 
very liable to headach and pain over the 
brow ; but this is not, she states, increased 
by stooping forwards. She is subject to pal- 
pitations of the heart, more especially at 
night, when quiet in bed ; the pulse is regu- 
lar, full, and soft, readily hurried by slight 
causes. 

The diagnosis of this was atony of the re- 
tina, with congestive headach, independent of 
general or constitutional debility. 

Treatment.—The treatment directed was 
absolute avoidance of any trying or straini 
of the sight; a compound colocynth 
every night or every other night, and an as- 
tringent collyrium, partly to amuse the patient, 
rather than from any expectation of be 
On the 26th a blister was opened behind 
each ear. I then examined the condition 
of her pupils and irides ; they were normal 
in appearance ; the pupils were healthy, 
as regards size, dilating and contracti 
fully and freely, by alternations of light 
shade. 

Her sight was somewhat improved on the 
aa gg une; the same measures were pur- 
sued, 

26. A person appeared to say she was 
better as to sight, but that the pain in her 
head was very troublesome, and at times very 
bad. Subsequently to this an occasional 
blue pill was directed ; this, with a lax con- 
dition of the bowels, maintained by the com- 
pound colocynth, greatly relieved her head 
symptoms, defect of vision gave way 
gradually to counter-irritation, and an ahso- 
lute avoidance of exciting causes: the term 
“ cure” was affixed to her name in October, 
1810. 

Remarks,—This case such ob- 
vious symptoms of cerebral congestion, and 
such little manifestations of general debili 
or derangement, that in my note-book 
affixed the (’) afier the diagnosis of weak- 
ness of vision. But I am sow perfectly con- 
vinced that cases may be divided into two 
classes ; viz., those with local congestion and 
headach, and those with evident constita- 
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tional debility and derangement ; the pecu- | young females, who form the great majority 
liarity of symptoms in both, with which I | of those affected, are almost sure to have in- 
commenced this paper, clearly separating jured their health by their close confiaement 


them from all other forws. 
aware of their occasional independence of 
mange debility long since, may be gathered 

the quotation at the commencement, 
taken from my paper on the pathology of 
amaurosis, “ Medical Gazette.” 

A point worthy of remark in the foregoing 
case is this, that the symptoms had been gra- 
dually increasing for four years, aud that the 
patient was able, at the end of that period, 
to see perfectly when she first commenced 
viewing anything, although she became quite 
amaurotic almost immediately after the 
smallest strain of vision on anything requir- 

minute or careful observation. 

he nervous or slightly hysterical condi- 
tion had, I believe, nothing to do with the 
amaurotic symptoms, although her descrip- 
tion of the pain over the brow accorded 
nearly with the sensation of clavus. Her 
general strength was good; she was stout, 
of an unusual degree of muscular 
power, and the pulse was full, but soft ; this 
contrasts remarkably with the other class of 
cases, one of which I will presently relate. 
With regard to treatment, I may remark that 
nothing can or will succeed unless the eyes 
are rested, and no longer overpowered by 
excess of employment; whilst the value of 
counter-irritation may be gathered from the 
case where vision commenced improving as 
soon as blisters were opened behind the ears. 
My next case is one connected with constitu- 

tional derangement and debility. 

Cast 2.—Joseph Staddon, a shoemaker, 
twenty-one years of age, of a pale com- 
plexion and unhealthy appearance, applied at 
the West of England Eye Infirmary on the 
2ad of March, 1837. He complained of 
great obscurity of vision on attempting to 
pursue his usual employments ; when he first 
regarded objects they appeared plain and 
perfect, but on attentively eyeing his work, or 
any other minute object for a short time, it 
became confused, distorted, and enveloped in 
mi-t; the eye and brow ached, and he was 
obliged to desist. The eyes appeared in all 
respects perfectly natural. His digestion 
was deranged ; his tongue foul; and all his 
excretions depraved. He complained of 
genera! ill-health and great debility. He 
Was directed to take a pill composed of five 
grains of the compound extract of colocynth 
every night ; to bathe the eyes frequently with 
@ solution of the sulphate of zinc, ten grains 
to halfa pint of water, and to avoid straining 
the eyes by any work which required much at- 
tention. He rapidly recovered perfect vision 
under this treatment, and was discharged 
cured soon after; his whole attendance not 
exceeding six weeks. 

Remarks.—Vhis last form of amaurosis, 
from atony of the retina, is more common 
than the previously-described case; and 


That I was and sedentary habits, as well as deranged 


| their sight by the long-protracted and severe 
discipline to which their visual organs have 
been subjected,—not only by the kind and 
quality of their employments, but with every 
disadvantage of colour in the materials, the 
withering influence of artificial light, and 
devotion of those hours destined by Nature 
to have been passed in sleep, for the recrea- 
tion of every function and of every faculty 
both of the mind and body. These poor 
creatures present derangement and debility in 
every degree: their general powers are defi- 
cient, their alimentary canal completely out 
of order, their uterine functions morbid ; and 
these may originate in their train a whole list 
of sympathetic ills; in addition to these, 
however, the general nervous system is al- 
most sure to suffer, and every hysterical phe- 
nomenon, from the least unto the greatest, may 
complicate the other symptoms, but have no- 
thing to do with the origin of the amaurosis.* 

In the case just described the patient was 
a male, in whom the same causes as I have 
mentioned had been in operation, and had 
produced the same results; he was anemic, 
deficient in strength, and the various secre- 
tions and excretions were deranged and de- 
praved. As this case had only commenced a 
few months previous to his application, and 
the patient rigidly adhered to what measures 
were recommended, working at some other 
employment which did not require any strain- 
ing of the sight, he speedily recovered from 
the defect. I may here mention what I have 
remarked as an invariable fact, namely, that 
where patients have thought themselves cured, 
and have reverted to their previous occupa- 
tions, they have again brought on the affec- 
tion; and that where they have failed to de- 
sist from the trying cause during the contiou- 
ance of treatment, a cure has never been 
effected, however much particular symptoms 
may have been relieved, or the general health 
recruited; hence the deduction, that it is 
necessary for all such patients to change com- 
pletely, or greatly modiyy, their previous habits 
of life. 

Treatment.—To conclude the subject, I 
will briefly advert to the indications of treat- 
ment. Whatever the general symptoms may 
be, the amaurosis is never benefitted by active 
antiphlogistic measures, or mercury 1 
to salivation, as in inflammatory conditions, 
although particular symptoms might demand 
and receive benefit from moderate blood-let- 
ting. In cases similar to the class I have 
just commented on (vide remarks on case of 
Staddon), the principal indication of cure by 
general treatment is to give tone to the sys- 
tem, and remedy its derangements: hence 


* Vide author's first paper, vol. ii., 


1840-41, p. 7. 
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mercury may be used in alterative doses ; the 
bowels kept lax by aperient medicines, com- 
bined, according to circumstances, with 
tonics, antispasmodics, or cordials; the chy- 
lopoietic viscera must be encouraged to a 
normal performance of their functions by 
mild, regular, and nutritious food, plenty of 
exercise in the open air—the country espe- 
cially—and by bitter infusions, if necessary. 
It is especially necessary in young females 
to search for, and if possible remove, any 
uterine source of irritation. In all forms of 
the complaint the eyes should be exercised 
only on large and distant objects ; the patient 
should abandon all straining of the eyes, or 
exercise on minute objects, Nothing is more 
likely to prove serviceable than some efficient 
mode of counter-irritation, as blisters behind 
the ears, &c., allowed to heal and then re- 
applied, or a permanent discharge, in more 
sthenic cases, by a seton or the ointment of 
the potassio-tartrate of antimony at the back 
of the neck. Astringent and stimulating 
applications may likewise be applied to the 
surface of the conjunctiva, as the vapour of 
ammonia or ether, or some mild collyrium, as 
the dilute vinum opii, sulphate of zinc, Xc. 
In very obstinate cases no form of amaurosis 
would be so likely to be benefitted by the en- 
dermic application of strychnia, or the em- 
ployment of electricity or galvanism. 


CASE OF 
GLANDERS IN THE HUMAN 
SUBJECT. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir think you will deem the accom- 
panying case of glanders in the human sub- 
ject deserving of notice in Tut Laxcet. The 
sufferer was a respectable friend of mine, 
residing at Peterborough, and the inclosed 
account is obligingly furnished conjointly by 
Dr. Skrimshire and Mr. Porter, his medical 
attendants there. In St. Bartholomew's 
several fatal cases of the same horrid dis- 
ease have occurred within the last year. I 
have exerted myself (but hitherto ineffee- 
tually) to prevent the public sale of glaudered 
horses in Smithfield-market, and the surgeons 
of the above hospital have unanimously con- 
curred in a note directed to the Court of 
Commun Council of the City of London, of 
which the following is a copy :— 


“ We, the undersigned medical officers of 
St. Bartholomew's, having seen several fatal 
cases of glanders in the human subject, con- 
tracted from the horse, are of opinion that the 
proposition now before your honourable court, 
for the appointment ofa Veterinary Inspector 
of Smithfield Horse Market, is highly neces- 
sary, both as a prevention to the increase of 


the disease amongst animals, and with regard 
to the public health of the metropolis. 
(Signed) J.P. Viscerr. 
Wa. Lawrence. 
Eowako STascey. 
C, F. Sxey. 
Tuos, WormaLp.” 
This document, together with a memorial, 


more strongly ex pressed, from all the influential 
| inhabitants around Smithfield, was presented 
'by Mr. Bedford, and referred to the “ Mar- 
| kets Committee ;” but the chairman, a re- 
| spectable carcase-butcher of Newgate-mar- 
ket, did not consider that such interference 
| was necessary, and the fraudulent sale of 
| glandered horses goes on as usual, 

It is a singular fact, also, that the name of 
the unfortunate subject of the present case 
| (who held premises in Giltspur-street) was 
one amongst those of the memorialists.— 
Yours truly, 

Cuarres CLark, 
Veterinary Surgeon. 
Giltspur-street, Smithfield, 
May 15, 1841, 


CASE. 

Mr. Pink, wt. 52, carrier, and p 
of a London waggon-office, was wounded in 
the thick part of the thumb of the left hand 
by a nail, on the 17th of March, 1841. Part 
of the nail was so buried in the flesh that the 
surgeon was obliged to cut down upon it for 
the purpose of removal. The wound pro- 
gressed satisfactorily, and on the 30th of March 
was nearly healed. 

Oo the 3d April, Mr. P. complained of 
being unwell, with pains in his limbs, head- 
ach, and feverish heat. On the second day 
following be sent for Mr. Porter, his ordinary 
medical attendant, who found him labouring 
under severe febrile symptoms, with consi- 
derable pain in the left wrist, arm, and shoul- 
der, and an inflammatory blush, with slight 
swelling. on the back of the left hand and 
wrist. Twodays following he complained of 
intense pain over the inferior angle of the 
scapula ; the part appeared swollen, red, and 
hard to the touch. A similar swelling took 
place on the outside of the left leg, attended 
with the like pain, which eventually formed 
matter, and on being opened on the 16th, 
gave exit to a thin purulent bloody sanies. 
The following day his symptoms were worse ; 
complained of intense pain in the left knee- 
joint—so exquisitely painful that he could 
not bear its being touched; pain over the 
frontal region; left upper eyelid swollen, of 
a dusky erysipelatous hue; discharge of a 
thin bloody sanies from both nostrils; dry, 
brown, furred tongue; low muttering deli- 
rium; pulse quick, compressible, and weak, 
but regular. About the eighth day of the 
disease several small subcutaneous tumours 
were observed by the touch only, the integu- 
ments covering them not being elevated or 


The febrile symptoms became more and 
more severe, and on April 20th I was called 
in consultation. The fever was attended with 
the usual typhoid symptoms, &c. He com- 

i of pain on being moved, particularly 
the left arm and shoulder; the eyelids 


were inflamed and ially closed by the 
dusky tumefaction of the palpebra ; several 
small tumours were discoverable under the 
cutis, varying in size from that of a split-peato 
that of a split kidaey-bean ; similar tamours 
were observed on the forehead, but these 
were tubercular, being elevated above the 
surrounding skin ; considerable discharge of 
brown sanies from his nostrils; the typhoid 
symptoms were more severe the following 
day ; and in addition to the above sym) toms 
were discovered an eruption of pale vesicles, 
resembling that of varicella, over various 
of the body, some containing pellucid 
ymph, others opake puriform fluid, and 
others were desiccated 
These symptoms so much resembling glan- 
ders occurring in the human subject, an in- 
quiry was made, and it was ascertained that 
the patient had himself been employed for 
some time past in feeding and administering 
balls to two glandered horses, and that his 
wife had observed to him, on the first days of 
his illness, “ that the wound in his thumb 
was inflamed and festered.” There could 
now be no doubt of the nature of the malady. 
The ordinary treatment for typhus, with the 
vigorous administration of calomel, which 
had been commenced as soon as symptoms of 
subacute inflammation of the cerebral tunics 
nted themselves, was persevered in, 
Toe supervened in the course of this day, 


. of the body was permitted the 
same day. The wounded thumb was swollen 
and inflamed, as was one of the fingers of the 
other hand, in which deep-seated fluctuation 
was evident, but neither inflamed absorbents 
nor enlargement of axillary glands could be 
traced. The vesicular eruption was general 
over the body, and very many of the subcuti- 
cular tumours were discoverable on pressing 
and pinching up the skin ; these, when punc- 
tured, were found to contain a sebaceous or 
curdy purulent matter, On close examina- 
tion, the vesicles were seen to be surrounded 
by a perfectly white areola, much paler than 
the surrounding cutis. On opening the chest 
the pleura pulmonalis and pericardium dis- 
played very many spots of bright-red ecchy- 
mosis. On the surface of the lungs were 
many small tumours of a similar character to 
the subcutaneous tumours above described, 
and the blood flowing from the large veins 
was observed to be more fluid thao usual, 


For very sufficient reasons the post-mortem 
examination extended no further. 
F. 
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ARNICA MONTANA, 


AS A THERAPEUTIC AGENT IN BRUISES, SPRAINS, 
LACERATIONS, CORNS, SWELLINGS, EXCESSIVE 
FATIGUE, SMALL-POX, &c. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirn:—The following statements will, I 
have no doubt, as establishing the value of 
an article of the materia medica, the virtues 
of which have as yet been, except by a few, 
but little understood, or even known, be ac- 
ceptable to your readers, Yours ia well- 


wishing, 
Joun Errs, M.D. 
89, Great Russell-street, 
May 8, 1841. 


Arnica montana, leopard’s bane ; sygene- 
sia, poly gamia superfua ; composite, corym- 
bifere, jus ; ores; folia; radix; Germapy. 

Murray, in his* "Materia Medica,” p. 114, 
classes this plant among the narcotics, as 
does Mr, Thomson, in his work on Materia 
Medica. 

Treating of the flowers, Thomson states, 
* The flowers of this plant possess narcotic 
powers, depending upon some unkoowa 
principle.” As t» their action, Murray states, 
* Their stimulating powers are apparent; 
they increase the force of the vascular sys- 
tem, and appear to commanicate tone to the 
muscular fibre, In a large dose they pro- 
duce vomiting and purging, sometimes fol- 
lowed by muscular pains, vertigo, and con- 
vulsions. Jo amaurosis, paralysis, conval- 
sive disorders, gout, aod rheumatism, the 
infusion has bern used with some advan- 
aoe Its dose is half a drachm.” Thom- 

son states, “ The action of the flowers of 
arvica is, at first, powerfully stimulant, irri- 
tating the whole of the alimentary canal ; 
when the dose exceeds ten grains, it excites 
the brain, accelerates the pulse, and in- 
creases the functions of the skio. These 
effects may result from one dose, and usu- 
ally continue longer than twenty-four hours: 
they are followed by sleep. The flowers of 
arnica are seldom or never employed in this 
country.” 

Murray adds, in regard to the root of ar- 
nica, that ‘* it is aromatic and tonic, and has 
been used as a substitute for Peruvian 


bark.” Such, then, is the amount of infor- * 


mation presented to us by the best writer on 
materia medica, Murray, and by the labori- 
ous collector, Th ; an a t ex- 
tremely scanty, and quite indefinite enough 
to cause the medicine to be regarded as one 
among the many useless. 

That this amount of recorded information 
is the sum total of the acknowledged opera- 
tions of this medicine may be fairly infer- 
red; and, aw per in presenting the follow- 
ing uses and well-defined powers of this 
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medicine, I feel satisfied that I am claiming 
the attention to that, which all who take the 
trouble to investigate will allow to be a 


| ture, prepared by dissolving 
‘of arnica® in four spoonsfal of water, a 
| to repeat, after the first dose of the arnica, a 


reat addition to the koowledge of the me-| spoonful every four to six hours. I gave 


icinal powers of this valuable remedy. In 
fact, I hope to demonstrate, that this plant 
has virtues so specific in character, as to 
enable its advecate to assert with safety, 
that it is a certain remedy in removing the 
effects falls, bruises, 
strains, and lacerations, and cuts of the soft 
solids of the body. 

The first account of its virtues in this re- 
spect was published by a physician, named 
Fehr, and it has since been named the pana- 
cea lapsorum, Like many other mediciacs 
it had fallen into professional disuse ; and 
we are indebted to Hahnemanao for bringing 
it aguin iato use, and for demonstrating the 
individual symptoms and medicival powers 
on which its specificity, as a remedy in 
wounds, bruises, strains, &c., is dependent ; 
and, by thus demonstrating these, Hahne- 
mano has afforded the only basis upoo which 
its scientific use can be founded and perma- 
neatly carried out, Hahnemann experi- 
meoted on himself, his family, aod his 


friends with this medicine, and has recorded | 


six hundred and thirty-eight distinct patho- 
genetic effects, which this valuable medi- 
cine is capable of producing. To detail 
these would occupy too much space, but the 
usal of them in Hahnoemano's “ Materia 
— Para,” will amply reward apy indi- 
vidual, 


Having made these prefatory remarks, I 


her, in addition, thirty globules of arnica. to 
\dissolve in a tumbler of water; and with 
the liquid thus made the eye was to be kept 
constantly moist; and at night a poultice, 
prepared with this liquor, was to be applied, 
On the following day the eye was much 
better; she could bear the light a little, 
Ona the second day the eye was almost well, 
She continued the aroica at eight hours’ in- 
tervals, and on the third day the eye was 
quite well, 

Case I1.—A few weeks before this acci- 
deat, this patient's lithe girl bad fallen 
down stairs upon her head, She had 
bruised the left side of her bead, and the 
force of the fall had lacerated the scalp. 
Whea I saw her she was labouring under 
severe fever; intense headach; could not 
huld up her bead; great tenderness of the 
scalp; aod she had a swelling as large as @ 
small fist on the left side of the head. Dur- 
ing the whole night previous to my seeing 
her she had been moaning aod tossing about, 
with a high fever. 1 ordered three globules 
jor aconite, to be dissolved ia six tea-spoons- 
ful of water; to take two at once, and four 
hours after a similar dose of arnica, dis- 
solved ina similar way : then to wait eight 
|hours, and repeat the aconite; and four 
| hours after the aconite the arvica; and so, 
| till the whole was consumed, 

The child passed a good night; had very 


shall now record some cases, which have little fever; the swelling was diminished ; 
occurred in my own practice, They are a and all the symptoms kad improved when I 
few selected from many, to give the charac- saw her the sext day. The third day she 


ter of the cases in which this valuable medi- 
cine can be applied. 


Case L.—Mrs,. H. was engaged in frying 


a pancake for her son on Shrove Tuesday, 
and a portion of the fat spirted into her eye. 
The was intense. She up- 
plied immediately to a surgeon, who ordered 
several remedial means, and to keep con- 
stantly applied the solution of acetate of 
lead, I saw the patient about one, p.m., the 
following day; she could bot uncover her 
eye for a moment (such was the intolerance 
of light) without the most distressing in- 
crease of pain. On examining the eye the 
vessels were turgid, and the eye presented, 
mixed with the redoess, that peculiar dirty- 
brown cvlour, so characteristic an appear- 
ance of the eye when intense pain, as con- 
nected with inflammation, is present, She 
felt shooting pains in the eye and in the 
temples ; the tears flowed ; the parts around 
the eye and the cheeks were inflamed. She 
had general feverish heat, and the beats in 
the eye were intense. 

She asked me to treat her; I consented, 
and gave her instantly three globules of aco- 
nite, to subdue the fever, to be followed 
four hours after by two spoonsful of a mix- 


| was playing about, and felt quite well, 

Case IiL.—Mrs. N. A., aged 28, was run- 
ning up-stairs with the greatest speed, 
/when she struck the angle of the forehead, 
just over and at the side of the left eye, so 
forcibly, as to make a wound an ioch and a 
half in length aod a quarter of an inch ia 
width. The bleeding was profuse. 

I was called up at nearly two in the 
morning; I gave the lady's husband four 
globules of arnica, to dissolve in four 
spoonsful of water; to take two immedi- 
ately, and one every eight hours; also forty 
globules of arnica (I had no tincture at 
hand) for solution, in two wine-glasses of 
water, and to apply the lotion thus formed 
to the wound, 

In eight hours after the use of the arnica 
internally, aud the application externally, 
the wound was closed, presenting at the 
spot scarcely any inflammation, and only a 


* The globules of aconite, used in this 
and the other cases, were impregnated with 
the aconite at the thirtieth degree of dilution ; 
the globules of arnica with the aroica at the 
sixth dilution; the tincture was the pure 


tincture. 
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mark as of a wound newly healed. The pa-| broken in his ear a lucifer-match, in endea- 
tient was astonished and gratified at the | vouring to remove some wax, The ear was 
speedy restoration, much inflamed; fever was present; the 

Case I1V.—Mrs. P., married, aged 26,/ shooting pains, passing from the ear to the 
While lying in bed her child, who was head, were severe, and the past night had 
playing in bed, happened to pass her foot been one of continued agony. ordered 
across her face, drawing her toe-nail across | three globules of araica, in four spoonsful 
the eye, which, being open, the transparent of water; two spoonsful immediately, aod 
cornea was lacerated. The agoay produced | one every four hours; and a poultice to be 
Was intense: inflammation immediately su- | applied every eight hours to the ear, on the 

vened, When I saw her the light was surface of which five to ten drops of the 
otolerable; the eye much inflamed; the tincture of arnica were dropped. He 


fever severe; the face flashed; and there 
Was severe pain in the head: in fact, the 
symptoms were threatening. I ordered at 
once three globules of aconite, aod some 
arnica (prepared as the previous cases) four 
hours alterwards, repeating the arnica every 
eight hours. I ordered the arnica lotion to 
be kept applied to the eye. By the even- 
ing of the same day the patient could open 
the eye, and in less than a week the lacera- 
tion was quite healed, and all symptoms 
had disappeared, At the present time not 
even a scar is perceptible. 

Caste V.—Miss E. H. was dancing on the 

Friday evening, and run a splinter into the 
foot. The splinter went in at the bottom of 
the foot and came out at the side. It could 
not be extracted by pulling; it was neces- 
sary to remove the subjacent soft parts to 
extract it. After extraction, on reaching 
home, the patient took three globules of 
arsica; the foot was bathed in hot water, ia 
which forty drops of the tincture bad been 
introduced; aod, after bathing 
for five to ten minutes, a poultice, on the 
surface of which about ten drops of the ar- 
nica tincture were dropped, was applied. 
On the Tuesday following the foot was well, 
and no inconvenience has resulted, 

Case VI.—Mrs. W., aged 24, had re- 
ceived, duriog her pregnancy, a kick on the 
abdomen, She concealed it, though suffer- 
ing much pain, using such meaos as ber 
judgment suggested. As the pregnancy 
progressed, she suffered much from the in- 


passed a better night: his symptoms were 
|}much lessened the next day, and on the 
fourth day he was well, 

Case VILI,.— Mrs. Ubsdile, aged 60, 
jammed her fingers, oo Saturday, in a door; 
she came in great agony tome, The nails 
were blue, the parts squeezed were much 
swollen, aod round the nails there was a 
puffiness: an effusion of matter appeared to 
surround the nails, more particularly the 
pail of the middle finger. She suffers inteuse 
shooting pains, and feels that she must lose 
her middle finger-nail : some fever and head- 
ach were present, I ordered aconite and 
arnica as in the preceding cases, aod a lotion 
of arnica tincture diluted to be used during 
the day, and a poultice with arnica at night. 
On the Monday the pains were gone. There 
is a white margin round the nail; the blue- 
ness is much diminished; the swelling is 
lessened, She continued the arnica; quite 
recovered ; and the nail was saved, which I 
could not have believed possible, 

Case IX.—Mr. W. broke his knee-pan 
about four years since, After the accident 
| he had eleven ulcers in his leg, for which he 
had been under mach sargical treatment 
without any permanent benefit: the sores 
still continued, 

By the recommendation of a non-profes- 
sional humoeopathist, who had experienced 
the uses of arnica, Mr. W. applied arnica 
lotion to the sores, and the sores healed, 
much to his astonishment and gratification, 

In this case the arnica exerted its healing 


jury, but still concealed it. After delivery | power; but it was used unwisely, and only 
I was consulted, and found great tenderness | exteroally. The consequence was, that the 
at the lower part of the belly, so that she | constitutional state, which occasioned these 
could not bear the weight of the clothes, | sores, remained, and Mr. W. came, about 
and cousiderable swelling and pain; in fact, ten months after the healing of the sores, to 
many symptoms, indicating the approach of consult me for severe constitutional symp- 
puerperal peritonitis, though, from the ab-| toms. The sores again broke out; and they 
sence of other symptoms, I felt doubt. | and the constitutional affection were perma- 
While in this doubt, I ascertained the fact nently healed and cured by homceopathic 
that she had had a kick, and this directed | doses of lycopodium, sulphur, aud hepar 
me to the use of arnica, preceded by aco- sulphuris, 

nite. I gave her three globules of aconite,| This case shows the powerful healing 
followed at four hours’ interval, by two of property of arnica, and, at the same time, 
aroica, repeating a globule of arnica every demonstrates that, sometimes, it is unwise 


day; and, in five days, the tenderness, the | to heal sores even with arnica: and this case 


swelling, and the pain were gone, and she 
was freed wholly from the to-be-dreaded 


consequences. 
Case VIL.—I was consulted by a gentle- 
man, Mr. D., who brought his son, who had 


I record, with the view of warning pure, i.e. 
mere surgeons against making an empirical 
remedy of arvica; for so they will injure its 
reputation and their patients. A for-arnica 
madness is as foolish, and will be as inju- 
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rious, as the cutting recti muscles madness, 
for the cure of squinting, is and has been, 
Having thus detailed these individual 
cases, I may now relate some general re- 
marks on the use of arnica by some imme- 
diate friends, who have employed it on my 
recommendation ; and then enumerate some 
additional facts, showing a still further ex- 
tension of the use of arnica. 
My friend, Dr. Allen, one of the earliest 
titiovers in insanity, who introduced the 
mane mode of treatment, and whose ex- 
tensive and well, because phrenologically, 
conducted establishments in the Forest, are 
an honour to him and a blessing to society, 
has used for nearly two years, oa my recom- 
mendation, backed by Mr. Preston, the 
arpica tincture in the removal of the various 
contusions, sprains, and wrenchings, which, 
in such establishments, must frequently 
eceur. He has found so much benefit from 
the use, that he will now, by no means, be 
without the tincture, with which, homoeopa- 
thically prepared, be has been supplied for 
A friend io Manchester, who has an ex- 
tensive factory under his management, has 
found, during an experience of two years, 
that no preparation has been equal to the 
arnica in removing the consequences con- 
pected with the mechanical injuries occur- 
ring in every large factory; the aruica 
globules being used internally, and the ar- 
nica lotion being applied externally. 


A ship captain, a patient of mine, who 
always keeps the tincture and the globules 
of arnica, has had accidents happen to him- 
self and men; and the cures have been so 
much more speedy with the arnica than 
uoder the usual treatment, that he feels 
quite certain of the great efficacy of the pre- 


parations. He has related to me many 
strikingly illustrative instances. 

I could enumerate many families, who, on 
my recommendation, have adopted arnica, 
aud with such benefit, that they feel quite 
composed under the occurrence of cuts, 
wounds, bruises, &c. 

From these facts, it is clear that arnica 
might be employed with advantage after 
almost all surgical operations, particularly 
after the reduction of dislocations, and the 
replacement of fractured bones. Hahne- 
mano recommends it in these cases, What 
a valuable companion to the medical officer's 
means on the field of battle. I understand 
that arnica has been used of late at the Uni- 
versity Hospital. A celebrated and scieo- 
tific metropolitan dentist uses it, and finds it 
extremely soothing and healing after extrac- 
tion of the teeth ; staying the bleeding, and 
preventing those swellings, which are oft- 
limes so troublesome after dental operations. 
Io these cases the mouth is washed with a 
lotion, made by four to eight drops in a 
tambler of water, 


From the benefits resulting from araica in | corns, 


the treatment of bruises, I was led to em- 
ploy it in cases of severe fatigue from long 
walking aod from unusual muscular exer- 
tion, considering that the soreness of the 
feet and of the limbs, thus produced, origi- 
nated in a sort of bruising, walking being, 
viewed physiologically, a continual striking 
of the soft foot upon the hard ground, or 
upon the shoe, intermediate between it and 
the ground. The benefits resulting from 
such use have quite justified the reasoning, 
The plan adopted is to give two to three 
globules of the arnica just before going to 
rest, or about an hour after the fatigue is 
over; and the beneficial effects are so great, 
that any one who has thus tried the aroica 
will not fail to employ it a second time 
under such circumstances. When conve- 
nient, the beneficial effects will be still 
further augmented by the use of a foot-bath, 
containing about forty drops of the tincture. 
It may be supposed that the warmth and the 
emollient effect of the water cause the bene- 
fit. The trial of the foot-bath without the 
arnica, and then with the arnica, will satisfy 
the experimenter of the value of the arvica, 
and that on this the great eflicacy is de- 
pendent, 

I have found the use of arnica extremely 
beneficial in relieving the feelings of tension 
and of heat io, and the swollen condition of, 
the face, so often produced by travelling on 
coaches or on railways: the air, through 
which the traveller is forced with velocity, 
as it were, bruises the face ; and hence, as 
the symptoms are similar to those which 
arnica prodaces, whea taken by a healthy 
person, on this account the benefit results, 
Two to three globules token interoally, and, 
after washing the face as usual, the moisten- 
ing the skin with a lotion, made by adding 
two or three drops to a wine-glass of water, 
will effect the desired relief. 

In connexion with this use of arsica in 
conjunction with extended walking, or feet 
bruising, as being friction too long conti- 
oved, and thus approaching to a bruise, the 
use of arnica is indicated in cases, where 
persons unaccustomed to any particular 
manual labour, produce, by such labour, 
painful swellings io their hands, It is very 
useful to bathe the hands after rowing ; 
which exercise, it is well koowa, at first, 
generally blisters the hands. Arnica will 
preveot this, especially if applied immedi- 
ately after the severe exercise. 

The arnica bas been found very service- 
able in corns, which may be regarded as 
excited by the bruising, produced by the 
pressure of @ tight shoe or boot, or by the 
friction of a loose shoe or boot against the 
skin of the toes or of the foot. 

A friend, a patient of mine, being mach 
troubled with corns, though otherwise in 
good bealth, determined, without consulting 
me, to apply the tiocture of arnica to her 

She bathed her feet, and, after 
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bathing them, applied a few drops of the 
tincture to the corns, The first effect was to 
make the toes itch dreadfully, keeping her 
from sleep the greater part of the night, The 
second effects, those which troubled her 
most, and were most painful, presented 
themselves in. the morning: the face was 
swolleo, painful, the pain being smarting, 
my ayy under the eyes; there was great 

in the face ; the patient presenting, be 
it remarked, the three characteristics 
inflammation, swelling, pain, and heat, Be- 
sides these symptoms, blotches came out on 
the cheek and the forehead, which, together 
with the swollea condition, did not disap- 
pear for three days, then leaving the face 
rough. This lady, at first, did noi refer the 
symptoms to the araica, and being anxious 
to remove her corns, persevered with the 
use of the arnica, and found that these 
symptoms always occurred after each appli- 
cation of the arnica. She suspected, at last, 
that arnica was the cause: called upon me, 
stated the facts, and, uoder my directions, 
repeated the trial with every possible pre- 
caution against arriving at false conclusions. 
The same results occurred; results, corro- 
borative of the pathogenitic effects, recorded 
by Hahnemana, as produced upon healthy 
individuals, by araica.—(See 98, 100, 101, 
102, 106, article Arsica, Hahoemana’s Ma- 
teria Medica Pura.) 

I may here add, that, from having thus 
been led to observe these effects upon the 
face of this lady, and to notice the corre- 
Spondence between these effects and those 
recorded by Hahnemann, I have since used 
the arnica globules is the treatment of small- 
pox with great success at the stage of pus- 
tular formation, when maturation is nearly 
completed. At this period the cheeks are 
swollen, turgid, and smart intensely, and the 
sufferer begs for relief: given thea about 
three globules, will often act as a charm 
(because bomoeopathic), the use beiag pre- 
ceded or not, as the fever may dictate, by 
aconite. 

The arnica forms the best healiog adhesive 

Jaster: its eflicacy in the treatment of cuts 

undoubted. Ino fact, I know many per- 
Sons who can never use the court plaster 
without having sores produced at the cut 
parts, but who have found that the arnica 
— heals these cuts without any such 

onvenience, 

I shail conclude this statement with three 
facts, relating to the use of arsica in the 
treatment of the lower animals: an use, 
which will remove all grovad for the objec- 
tion, urged by so many against the homaro- 
pathic sysiem, that it is the imagination that 


cures. 

A horse fell upon the pavement, and 
struck the shoulder with great violence, A 
few minutes after being raised, the shoulder 
became swollen, the extremity stiff, and 
very painful to bend ; the animal could not 


of | limb being very hot, also the ears 


commended a full bleeding, and two setons 
at the shoulder, and gave a most unfavour- 
able prognosis, His advice was not adopted, 
but the part was gently rabbed with a tea- 
spoonful of the tincture, morning and even- 
ing ; every evening, also, a drop of the 
tincture of the thirtieth attenuation on a 
iece of sugar being givea by the mouth. 
first day the horse bad only hay, the 
aod the 
nostrils; the following day, half a feed of 
oats; the third day, an entire ration; and 
the fourth day, the horse was able to under- 
take duty. 

Another horse, whose hoof had been mach 
injured by a heavy waggon passing over, and 
partly restiog on it, hea the hoof was 
withdrawn, the foot bled much at the frog 
and at the back part. On the fourth day 
the horse went to work ; the only inconve- 
nience being, that the hoof, where crushed, 
was so injured, as to cause the foot to be 
sensible to the stones for six months, and 
readered the use of a plate necessary, vatil 
the place of the injured pail was supplied 
by a new nail, No other means than those, 
described in the preceding case, were used. 

A friend, whose Italian greyhound, in 
clearing an iron-spiked fence, was spiked 
apon it, tearing the skiu off the inside of the 
leg up to the body itself. The poor creature, 
on being removed, was found severely lace- 
rated: the dog-treater ordered salt to be 
applied. The owner could not consent; bat 
having some arnica tiacture, applied a dilu- 
tion of it, and gave the dog every third day 
ten globules of the arnica, and, in a few 
days, the parts were healed, and the only 
appearance of the injury is a black mark in 
the skin in the course of the laceration. The 
arnica and the aconite preparations, referred 
to throughout this statement, were prepared 
by Mr. G. N. Epps. 


PUERPERAL INFLAMMATION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Siz :—Io a letter by Mr. Robert Howard, 
io Tue Lancet of May 1, inst., describing a 
fatal case of puerperal inflammation, which 
is epidemic, in the neighbourhood of Hep- 
tondale, and wherein he has most accu- 
rately poted the symptoms and treatment, I 
beg to intrude upon your pages with a few 
remarks on remedies I have invariably found 
successful during two or three visitations 
from a similar disease. 

In cases that have come under my obser- 
vation the labours have been of the most 
natural and least fatiguing character. The 
patieat has been attacked with a rigor, ge- 
nerally on the second, third, fourth, and ia 
one instance as late as the thirteenth day, 


varying in duration and severity ; y 


remain upon it. A veterinary surgeon re. 
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followed by reaction, with severe pain in 
the abdomen, which is tense, and very ten- 
der; skin hot; face flushed ; breathing har- 
ried; the pulse excessively quick and ex- 
panded, 130, 140, or even more, in the 
minute; the patient lies on her back, with 
the legs flexed, and moves with great relac- 
tance; secretion of milk scanty; lochia 
small in quantity, and sometimes entirely 
suspended. 


If the disease has extended to the serous 
covering of the bowels, vomiting not only 
occurs at an early period of the attack, but 
the pulse is much smaller, aod the teader- 
bess extends over the whole abdomen, with 
greater oppression of the powers. Which- 
soever condition may be found to exist, I 
have treated it in the same way, viz., by 
free and decisive blood-letting, followed 
with opium, a course of practice for which 
I am indebted to the late Dr. Armstrong. 
Half-measures in this formidable disease do 
no good; they exhaust the strength, without 
accomplishing the object desired, 


When summoned to a case of this descrip- 


tion, I place the patients in the semi-erect 
postare, and abstract blood in a free stream, 
until the pulse falters, and the features be- 
come pale, After rallying, I administer 
three grains of opium, and enjoin strict 
quietaude: in four hours the case is again 
visited, and if the pain and tenderness be | 
present, the pulse still continuing rapid and 
incompressible, I bleed again in the same 
way as before, to approaching syncope ; aod 
afterwards prescribe two grains of opium, 
combined with three or four of calomel. 
Should the second bleeding prove insuffi- 
cient, and in two or three hours at most the 
inflammatory symptoms unsubdued, vene- 
section must be repeated in the same deci- 
sive manner, followed by one grain of 
opiam and five of calomel. It now and then 
happens that some slight traces of mischief 
yet remain, which readily give way to the 
application of leeches, warm cataplasms, 
aod three grains of calomel, with one of 
opium, every fourth hour, until the gums 
become tender, But by far the greater 
bumber have succumbed to the first or 
second blood-letting (especially when seen 
Within two or three hours after the chill), 
and upon visiting the patient you find she 
has slept; awoke io a profuse perspiration, 
free, or nearly so, from pain or tenderness ; 
pulse perhaps as low as 110, and compres- 
sible, when mild aperients, with dietetics, 
and great care in the general management, 
will, for the most part, complete the cure, 


If the foregoing brief remarks upon a dis- 
ease which rans a far more rapid course 
than any other inflammation, except lary ngi- 
tis, on account of the peculiar state of the 
abdomen, and the increased sensibility of 
the body, are thought of sufficient interest 
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to be inserted in your valoable Journal, I 
shall feel obliged, and remain, Sir, your 
very obedient servant, 
Henry Moon, M.R.C.8, 
Lewes, May 12, 1841. 


COLICA PICTONUM, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sim :—The early doctrines at one time so 
warmly advocated, and even in some cases 
so clearly demonstrated, as to the pathology 
of this disease, are shown to be erroneous ; 
firstly, by the comparatively short period ia 
which a cure is now usually effected; and, 
secondly, by the examination of those cases 
which have terminated fatally from some 
other affection at the commencement of this 
disease, in which ulcerations of the intes- 
tines have never been discovered, It is 
nevertheless true, that this condition of the 
mucous membrane has really existed in 
those cases which have been brought for- 
ward as illustrations of this morbid state of 
the chylopoietic viscera giving rise to the 

isease; but it must at the same time be 
remembered, that there were cases in which 
the disease had existed some time before the 


|result was fatal, and which may conse- 


quently be looked upon rather as the effect 
than the cause of the disease. From morbid 
pathology we can really derive but little 
assistance, and that too, if obtained from the 
source to which I have before referred, will, 
in all probability, lead us to incorrect con- 
clusions: the question which now arises to 
be considered is, whether the disease is 
caused by spasm; or by loss of tone, de- 
pending upon some particular action on the 
nervous system, produced either by direct 
absorption of the poison, or the influence of 
some peculiar miasma, with which the 
warmer climate of the Indies is found at 
particular seasons of the year to be impreg- 
nated; and in which countries this some- 
times occurs as an endemic, but, however, 
under a different name. With regard to the 
correctness of the spasmodic theorists, the 
facts adduced by them apon the post-mortem 
appearances, as to the existence of spasmo- 
die contraction of certain portions of the 
intestinal canal, argue nothing; for these 
appearances are frequently met with in indi- 
videals who have died from external vio- 
lence, and in whom the centents of the 
several cavities have been found perfectly 
normal. The therapeutic agents, likewise, 
brought forward io the treatment in the form 
of narcotics, are found of little avail, unless 
followed by the action of some stimulating 
purgative, and wil! consequently tend to 
prove the fallacy of this theory, Io favour 
of the correctness of the disease depending 
paralysis of the muscular fibres of the 
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intestine, are not only the most characteristic 
symptoms of the disease, whether produced 
by accidental absorption, or the direct ad- 
ministration of the poison, but also the 
therapeutic means I have adopted in accord- 
ance with this theory (which consists in the 
application of a blister to the spine) ; coun- 
ter-irritation is no sooner produced than the 
symptoms are alleviated, and the bowels act : 
in some cases I have subsequently adminis- 
tered a cathartic, and the patient is thus 
enabled to resume bis employment in thirty or 
thirty-six hours. The frequent occurrence 
of paralysis of the muscles of the extremi- 
ties supervening upon numerous or long- 
continued attacks of the disease, and the 
individual not anfrequeatly dying with all 
the concomitant symptoms of apoplexy ; 
thongh we are totally unable to discover any 
disease in the brain or spinal columa to 
account for death, also tend to the same opi- 
pion. I remain, Sir, yours most obediently, 
J. Dixon. 
Whitehaven, May 1, 1841. 


REMARKABLE CASE OF FALSE 
CONCEPTION, 


ACCOMPANIED WITH OVARIAN DISEASE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sir:—The accompanying outlines of a 
case occurring iu my practice may prove in- 
teresting to some of your readers, should 
= consider it worthy a place in your 
ournal. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Joun Grove, 


43, Bishopsgate Withia, 
May 8, 1841. 


Case of Mrs. A., twenty-five years of age, 
married at the age of seventeen, and now 
pregoant for the eighth time, 

Having been engaged to attend her in her 
confinement, I was summoned to visit her 
on Sunday, the 21st of March, at eleven, P.™., 
it being stated that she was in labour. On 
my arrival I found her lying on the bed, 
with a flushed face, vivient action of the 
carotids, and a general turgidity of the ves- 
sels of the head; this appeared to be the 
result of immoderate fits of suppressed 
laughter (excited by wandering of the mind 
to scenes that had occurred in connection 
with her avocation) ; then followed appa- 
rently active labour-pains, which lasted but 
a short time, aod were succeeded by coma; 
this, also, was of short duration; and the 
same train of 8) mptoms were being repeated, 
when my patient, being of a plethoric habit, 
I took from the arm a sufficient quantity of 
blood to aff-ct the pulse, which placed her 
comparatively in a much better condition, 
the head being mach relieved. I then or- 
dered some saliue medicine, and being satis- 


fied that labour was not at hand, left her, | hemorr 


with ap injanction to the attendant, that if 
any thing untoward should occur, to send 
immediately for me. 

At seven o'clock on the following morning 
I was again sent for, and discovered that 
the only cause for this summons was the de- 
sire of the relatives that labour should be 
brougbt on; not agreeing with their view of 
the matter, ao aperient only was 
and I left the patient tolerably well. 

During the day Mrs. A. expressed a con- 
vietion that she should go her full time, 
namely, to the early part of April, for which 
time she had engaged me; I was also in- 
formed that the secretion of milk, which had 
been very abundant, so as literally to flow 
from the breasts, had ceased about a fort- 
night since, and that the breasts had be- 
come flaccid, 

March 23. The medicine operated freely ; 
says she intends to proceed with her busi- 
ness to-morrow. I discovered that on Sa- 
turday she received accidentally a blow on 
her side, which was, doubtless, the cause of 
the disturbance io her health. 

On Sunday, April 4, at eleven, p.u., I was 
aguin called to Mrs, A., and found her suf- 
fering under irregular, ineffective pains. As 
the bowels had not been relieved, I ordered 
an enema, which being strongly objected to, 
a dose of castor-oil was administered, No 
examination allowed, 

April 5, eight, a.m. The bowels relieved 
twice, the second time followed by extea- 
sive flooding, and a cessation of the pains; 
there was also slight hemoptysis: pulse 90, 
soft; the countenance good, and no flagging 
of the spirits. Ordered sulphuric acid and 
infusion of roses every five hours, 

Nine, P.M. Mach the same as ia the morn- 
ing; flooding had not returned. Examina- 
tion, per vtaginam, proved the os uteri to be 
firmly and rigidly contracted, aod rather 
promineot. This was ali that could be dis- 
tinctly made out. To continue the medi- 
cine. 

6. Much the same; hemoptysis nearly 
gone, and no return of the flooding. 

7. No materia! change, bat a slight ooz- 
ing of blood, An examiosation was consi- 
dered unuecessary by the patient, aud firmly 
resisted, as it had been also on the morning 
of the 5th, 

8. At four, a.M., a messenger arrived, 
stating that Mrs, A. required my immediate 
attendance. I was speedily with her. She 
was quite insensible—in a state of syncope ; 
yet there was a character ia the pulse which 
astonished me, but at the same time gave 
an opportunity of directing my attention 
first to the parts engaged io parturition. I 
found a large mass, which had no connec 
with the woman, lying in the bed; the os 
uteri firmly contracted, and as rigid as oa 
the former examination, not admitting, as 
far as I could jadge, of my finger-nail: no 
hage. The mass was thea removed 
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to a chamber-utensil, which it nearly filled; 
and I pow turoed my attention to the 
woman. She was soon restored to anima- 
tion, by placing the head low, and the ap- 
lication of cold water to the face, which 
oduced a few deep inspirations. The con- 
tents of the utensil were then examined ; 
the mass before mentioned presented a 
rounded form, and resembled a coagulum 
of blood; when raised, it was perfectly 
hemispherical ; and a pouch, or sac, which 
evidently enveloped it, was discovered at 
the bottom of the reservoir, with a few 
small coagula, The fortor being intolerable, 
the whole was removed from the room, for 
a future and more minute inspection. 

An attendant, who was present on a for- 
mer ion of a similar nature, assured me 
that “ nothing more might be expected, and 
that something of the same kind came away 
before, followed by clots and cleansings.” 
The abdomen was still very large, and indi- 
cated the presence of some body, but what 
was not clear, the situation of the enlarge- 
ment being confined to its middie and left 
side. This was mentioned to my former io- 
formant, when I was told that Mrs. A. had 
atumour in her side; this cleared up the 
difficulty in a great measure. I resolved to 
wait patiently, and pot interfere in any way, 
especially as there was no flooding, or other 
urgent symptoms. After remaining four 
hours in the house, during which time the 
patient had an bour’s sleep, and haviog or- 
dered some simple medicine, the room to be 
kept cool and perfectly quiet, I returned 


home. 

Eight o'clock, p.m. Daring the day there 
had been a copious discharge of dark- 
coloured, foetid clots, resembling the mass 
before mentioned; a slight, continuous 
escape of blood, and occasional faintings 
(the latter were always removed by lowering 
the head); there was also considerable 
thirst, aod so distressing to the patient, that 
1 ordered a saline effervescing mixture. 
The pain in the region of the uterus induced 
me to give calomel, gr. ij., compound ipe- 
cacuan powder, gr. v.. M., to be taken the 
last thing at night. 

9. This morning my patient is very much 
improved, She had slept four hours after 
taking the powder, and the salioe had re- 
lieved the thirst. The nurse informed me 
that since my last visit another substance 
had come away: it proved to be another 
pouch, smaller than the previous one, but 
having exactly the same appearances. This 
also was preserved, 

Eight o'clock, p.m. The room excessively 
offensive, caused by the discharge; the 
napkins ordered to be changed as frequently 
as possible with safety, and to be immedi- 
ately removed from the room ; the vagina to 
be syringed with an alum lotion, The pow- 
der and mixture were again ordered, and an 


10. The bowels freely moved; the dis. 
charge from the uterus increased, but not so 
offensive. Continues to improve. 

11. Improved in every respect. Com- 
plains of pain only ia the situation of the 
tumour, which she says is more or less con- 
stant at all times, but now rather increased. 

12. Has passed no urine since the 10th, 
and nove ia the bladder, To take ses- 
quichloride of iron, and a gentle aperient. 

13. No urine passed, but the bladder is 
now distended, without “any desire to eva- 
cuate it. The introductiva of the catheter 
strongly objected to, and a request that me- 
dicine might be tried a littl longer. An 
addition of nitric ether to the iron mixture, 
with camphor julep, produced the desired 
effect in a shorttime. After this nothing 
worthy of notice occurred, the patient being 
now (27th April) out of her room, 

The peculiarities of this case are,— 

First, That up to the eighth month the 
ordinary signs of true pregnancy were pre- 
sent, when the milk, which had been abua- 
dant, ceased to be secreted. 

Second, That the delivery took place at 
the exact period calculated by the woman. 

Third. That three times before this an 
anomalous production has been generated, 
aod expelled at the full time. 

Fourth, The coexistence of ovarian dis- 
ease, which, as far as I can learn, com- 
menced about five years since. 


Examination of the Membranous Sacs and 
their Contents, 


The contents resembled masses of putrid 
coagula of blood, very dark and offensive. 
They were carefully washed, broken down 
into small fragments, and minutely in- 
spected, but no trace of organised structure 
could be discovered, 

The membranous sacs which were, no 
doubt, originally united, measured together 
sixteen inches and a half in length, and six 
inches io breadth; they were composed of 
three distinct membranes, and a trace of a 
fourth. The inner membrane was dense ; 
colour greyish-white, glossy, of a fibrous 
texture, and apparently extravascular. The 
next layer was more delicate in texture, ad- 
hering firmly to the former, by means of a 
layer of cellular tissue (itself separable ia 
the form of membrave), but easily detached 
from it by the knife: this also appeared to 
be of fibrous texture. 

The third membrane was highly vascular ; 
in fact, almost made up of vessels united to- 
gether by dense cellular tissue: they con- 
tained a large quantity of blood, of a very 
dark colour, and pitchy consistence ; the 
surface, in many parts, was flocculent, either 
consisting of a aatural state of the vessels, 
or of a separation of them from the decompo- 
sition or breaking down of the uniting cel- 
lular membrane, 


aperient for the following morning. 
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The outer, or fourth membrane, was ouly 
evident in parts, but more particularly so oo 
the smaller sac; it there enveloped several 
tubercular masses, of various sizes, the 
Jargest as large as a bean: there were also 
some obliterated vessels, lying in a fold of 
of the membrane, which fold was more or 
Jess free, in nearly the whole length of the 
sacs 


Slices of the tubercular-looking masses, 
when examined by the microscope, pre- 
sented a cellular stsucture, the cells inclos- 
ing a caseous matter, 


ASYLUM FOR PATIENTS 
RECOVERED AFTER 
ATTEMPTS AT SUICIDE. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Str:—No one who reads the public 
from barren curiosity, or to catch the 


the object of his care will profit by his in” 
terference, will not rather rush on that fate 
which has for a moment been averted, It 
cannot be supposed that a trustworthy gua- 
rantee will be found in the promises or > 
nitence or fears of the suicide himself. Ia- 
dividuals, uoder such circumstances, cannot 
be regarded as altogether responsible, or be 
expected to understand so clearly the situ- 


to resume at once those modes of thinking 
and feeling on which dependence can be 
placed, and in which the safety of the mi- 
serable consists. Assuredly, they are nei- 
ther trustworthy nor rational, and yet it is 
doubtful whether they can be treated as 
insane. The law forbids that they should 
be confined and protected from themselves 
in an asylum, however appropriate such a 
retreat may appear for their condition, and 
however closely that condition, when ana- 
lysed, may be found to be with mental de- 
rangement. 

| But bumanity still more imperatively for- 
bids that they should be abandoned, lost 


ation in which they bave been, and are, as . 


moral characteristics of the time, can shut sight of, and cast back upon their own re- 
out a conviction of the frightful increase of sources — friendless, homeless, hopeless, 
suicide meditated, attempted, and effected. A few may rejoice that they have been 
I have for years consulted the registers of snatched from a premature death, or a 
these events for purposes which it is not wicked and inexpiable action; a few may 
necessary to particularise, bt which have feel, as healthy hearts ought to feel, in such 
led me to view the subject in various aspects; an emergency; but the great majority lapse 
to regret that the frequency of such events, into their original state, or pause in their 
and the publicity given to them, often im- career of self-immolation, solely because 


parts to the suicidal disposition anepidemic they have not, and only uatil they have, a 
or imitative character; to deplore the pol- fitting opportunity to carry a settled purpose 
luting and sanguivary tone such disclosures into execution, or to gratify a predominating 


tend to communicate to the public mind, 
but, above all, that so little interest is ex- 
cited in, or displayed towards, the uofortu- 
Date ol jects of these horror-inspiring narra- 
tives, that neither the pietist nor the politi- 


cal economist direct their attention to re- 


claim such individuals as have been seved 
from their own rashness, and that no iater- 
ference is ever conceived necessary to pre- 
Vent a repetition of the act. 

We may daily observe it stated in the 
public papers, that persons who have been 
prevented from the commission of suicide 
are, immediately after their recovery from 
the effects of the attempt, set at liberty, and 
allowed to return to their friends and home. 
This isa very questionable humanity. It is, 
in effect, to deliver these unfortunate beings 
a prey to their shame, or sorrow, or mad- 
ness; to the very motives of the act which 
they have meditated, and may still medi- 
tate; and to these, aggravated as they must 
be, by exposure and obloquy. A man 
jamps over London Bridge, and if saved by 
the exertions of a waterman, he is allowed 


impulse. 
| For such individaals I would humbly 
suggest to the philanthropic, and those in 
authority, that some temporary asylum should 
_ be provided. 

A curious case, reported recently in the 
Times, shows that there is legally a right ia 
the same to prevent, even by imprisonment, 
the suicidal from endangering their lives. 
A young woman is seduced ; obtains ad- 
| mission to a workhouse, as an ailing and 
| starving lad; is afterwards sent to gaol, for 

an alleged act of vagrancy, where her sex is 

discovered; and when about to be dis- 
charged on the expiring of the penal period 
| declares her intention to destroy herself, is 
carried before a magistrate, where she again 

acknowledges that such is her intention, 

and is most humanely aod wisely sent back 
| to prison. 

Could not some asylum be devised, if for 
nothing more, at least for the reception of 
| this class of persons during what may be 

called their paroxysm, and until they can 
_ be united to their friends or guardians, and 


to walk away to Westminster Bridge, or until all immediate danger had passed. But 
the Serpentine, or some other convenient I conceive that the objects of such an esta- 
Spot, to seek death anew, undisturbed by blishment should be higher; medical treat- 
the officious and humane. The saviour of | ment might be resorted to; the consolations 
such a person can have no guarantee that of religion afforded ; adverse circumstances 


relieved ; and, io fact, all measures adopted 
which are calculated to preserve the indi- 
vidual, and to induce a thier state of 
mind 


Were the suicidal disposition invariably, 
as it sometimes is, a transitory condition ; 
were it not, as it generally is, the result of a 

t aberration of miod ; such care- 
s of the lives and interests of the ua- 
fortunate victims of such a propensity, as at 
t exists, might, in some degree, be 
justifiable, But there are men who for 
years aod years harbour such a resolution ; 
who are protected so far from their own de- 
sigos within the walls of an asylam; whose 
purpose is known; whose cunning is cir- 
cumveated ; whose stratagems are defeated; 
who yet, notwithstanding all vigilance and 
precaution, destroy themselves, 

From the history of men who have at last 
fallen by their own hand, it may be learned 
that many such cases exist in society; 
where preparations have been long made for 
such an event, and where the act is more 
the sequence of cool determination, and of 
fixed and habitual parpose, than of sudden 
impulse, For individuals who cherish and 
attempt to execute such a design, but whose 
deportment is otherwise rational, a retreat 
should be provided until friends or guar- 
dians can be apprised of their situation; 
and undertake their safe keeping, and to 
protect the feelings of the public from fur- 
ther outrage. For those who are influenced 
by a momentary despair, by misfortune, or 
by any temporary causes, a similar retreat 
is indispensable, until the excited or morbid 
feelings subside ; until the sources of irrita- 
tion and distress are removed or mitigated ; 
or until measures can be taken by friends or 
the authorities to meet these. Suicides 
from intoxication, poverty, seduction, and 
various other causes, might thus be saved, 
and placed in a favourable position for the 
retura of reason, penitence, peace, and hap- 
piness. 

1 am neither prepared, nor am I presump- 
taous enough to offer any suggestions as to 
the details of such a proposal ; bat when it 
appears that about one-fifth of the time of 
the public coroner is occupied by cases of 
suicide, the most humble individual is jus- 
tifed in recommending any expedient, by 
means of which the mortality from this cause 
may be diminished, and the lives and reason 
of the most unfortanate of our fellow-men 


may be preserved. 1 am, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 


W. A. PF. Browne, 
Physician, Crichton Iostitution for 
Lunatics, Dumfries. 


May, 1841. 


London, Saturday, June 5, 1841. 


Pallida mors pulsat pede 
TABERNAS 
Reocwqus 


So long as Death knocked at the doors of 
paupers’ cottages, and revelled in work- 
houses, he was looked upon as “ a fiend that 
had mach to do,” and a minister of depopu- 
lation, but a thing without terror, requiring 
little notice, and less resistance. We called 
upon the authorities, in vain, to interfere, 
The Poor-law Commissioners smiled at the 
pale destroyer. But he no sooner knocked at 
Somerset House—regumque turres—in strict 
conformity with the Horatian doctrine,—than 
the most active measures were organised ta 
elude the visitor’s grasp: the “ kings” could 
not say that they were “ not at home ;” the 
summons was imperative, and the time (five 
years) had expired ; but they had a thousand 
reasons for turning thereto deaf ears; and the 
three stogd in a group, supported by their 
secretary, pleading for official life, like the 
“lady” in the story, and in Hotpetn’s cele- 
brated Dance. Lord Jonn Ressett, in infi- 
nite compassion, put the finger of their fate 
back one year. Death had still free access 
to the workhouses, and knocked again, 
threatening to kick them out of doors, eque 
pede, The Commissioners drew up an ela- 
borate Report on their own “ continuance,” 
and addressed it “to the most noble the 
“Marquis of Normanpy, her Majesty's 
“ principal Secretary of State for the Home 
“ Department ;” they were as conscious as 
suppliant criminals of the delicacy of the 
task, and of the suspicions with which a 
statement of reasons in favour of the continu- 
ance of the Poor-law Commission, made by 
the Commissioners themselves, was likely to 
be received ; but a sense of duty impelled 
them to the reluctant task. The noble Mar- 
quis, with the mercy which belongs to his 
character, granted them a reprieve for an- 
other year, at the end of which the inexorable 


Terror knocked agnin. It was the third time! 
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A bold attempt was now necessary, and was 
made: they demanded from the House of 
Commons the guarantee not of five years, 
but of ten years’ existence, which they no 
doubt considered equivalent to a tenure in per- 
petnity, with a decennial renewal of the lease. 
The House was induced to vote the Commis- 
sion half the time they demanded; but in a 
very brief space, and before the Act could 
pass, Death knocked at the door of the House 
of Commons, which, amidst all the sigus of 
dissolution, let the Bill drop, as some good 
Christians, in their last moments, commit 
books and papers of equivocal value to the 
flames. The House had no inclination to be 
sent to its last account and the country with 
the Poor-law Bill in its hands; the Bill was 
quietly withdrawn to avoid discussion. The 
noble Lord, the Secretary of the Colonies, 
covered the retreat with his accustomed 
ability, and candidly avowing that though the 
measure he abandoned, like a cast-off mis- 
tress, deserved the admiration of the world, 
it was not precisely the sort of thing to talk 
about in the presence of the “ humane people 
of England,” when they would so soon have 
an opportunity of giving their opinion on the 
subject, and its supporters. 

Now we claim for the medical press no 
credit for having contributed to the threat- 
ened dissolution of the Poor-law Commis- 
sion: the Commissioners have acted accord- 
ing to their convictions, and have carried out 
the law. We have attacked the law. We 
have shown the dreadful consequences of the 
workhouse-test, and the fatal results of the 
bad system of medical relief, left unreformed, 
introduced or encouraged by the Poor-law 
Commissioners, who have incessantly perse- 
cuted and misrepresented the medical practi- 
tioners of the country, in the same unwise, 
ungenerous spirit, as that in which they have 
assailed the characters of the helpless poor of 
England. 

In pleading for their own existence, their 
work, they said, was not done; they pro- 
mised to persevere in the line of conduct 
which they have now pursued seven years, 
“pd engaged to develop measures of severity 
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which they have hitherto bat darkly hinted 
at. Are they convinced now of their folly? 
Have they learnt by experience that greedy 
avarice, savage brutality, ignorant scheming, 
cold-blooded theories, canvot long gratify by 
deceiving the kind-hearted people of this 
empire? If so, a noble task lies before 
them: let them undo the evil which they 
have done ; undeceive those whom they have 
led astray ; and contribute something to the 
introduction of a system of Poor-laws which 
may harmonise with the civilisation of the 
country. Let us whisper in their ear, too, 
that “ continuance” even for a single year can 
be secured by no other course ; and that they 
must henceforward seek perpetuity, less by 
sacrificing, in the gloomy caves of starvation 
and despotism, than by walking in the ways 
of a stricter science and a purer humanity. 
The present state of medical relief under 
the Act is, we consider, a standing proof of 
their negligence, ignorance, and mal-adminis- 
tration. The Poor-law Commissioners, in 
their first reports, propagated erroneous and 
injurious principles among the guardians on 
the subject of Medical Relief. This was 
fully established before the Parliamentary 
Committee in 1838, by the evidence of Mr. 
CreLey, Dr. Wenster, Mr. Toocoop, and 
other medical witnesses. The  statisti- 
cal returns ordered by the Committee, and 
analysed, at their request, by Mr. Farr, led 
to the same results; and demonstrated that 
the rates of remuneration sanctioned by the 
Commissioners, were utterly inadequate ; nei- 
ther securing the sick poor proper attendance 
nor efficient remedies. The Committee of 
the House of Commons was composed of 
gentlemen favourable, in that early stage of 
the experiment, to the general principles of 
the Poor-law Amendment (?) Act; yet they 
passed a resolution, which was further deve- 
loped by the worthy Chairman in the Report, 
affirming the necessity of placing the system 
of medical relief on a satisfactory footing. 
The Poor-law Commissioners admitted the 
accuracy of the calculations of the medical 
witnesses ; and promulgated the outlines of a 


plan, founded on the evidence, in the Repo 
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amended on their own continuance. Their Re- 
port was dated 3ist Dec. 1839. We expected 
to see the plan introduced by ageneral order 
in the next parochial year, beginning March, 
1840—yet nothing was done. Another year 
passed—nothing was done in March, 1841: 
so that the humane recommendation of the 
Committee of the House of Commons has 
been treated, for three years, with utter dis- 
regard and contempt by the Poor-law Com- 
missioners; who have, nevertheless, left 
nothing undone, in the interim, which could 
extend the severities of the law, or procure 
the continuance of their own salaries. We 
take one point—that of the rate of remunera- 
tion. The Poor-law Commissioners admit 
that the medical officers cannot, at the present 
salaries, afford to supply the poor with efli- 
cient remedies; yet they have exposed the 
poor to all the deplorable consequences of the 
lack of medical relief for a space of three 
years, dating from the time the medical evi- 
dence was given. They will scarcely con- 
tend that they have been occupied during all 
that time in struggling for their own “ con- 
tinuance” so exclusively, that they have 
not had time to attend to the medical profes- 
sion and the medical relief of the poor :— 
how then can they meet the damning facts 
we shall adduce? 

It was proved by the returns that, under 
the present system, the medical officers are 
paid, on an average, one shilling and fire- 
pence-farthing a case in the metropolis, and 
three shillings and threepence-halfpenny a case 
in the rural unions; while the prime cost of 
drugs and medical appliances, without 
reckoning anything for the trouble of com- 
pounding, was 2s. 14d. in the slight cases 
at twenty-two dispensaries, 4s. 2d. at St. 
George's Hospital in all cases, and varied 
from three to four shillings in all the hospi- 
tals from which returns were procured.— 
(Appendix to Medical Evidence.) In the 
gaols of the country the rate of remuneration 
approaches a fairer average—it is 13s. 7d. a 
case. Now every one acquainted with the 
labour market, or any other market, is aware 
that the relative worth of the labour varies in 


proportion to the wages; and that although 
stinking fish is never cried, it is often ob- 
tained by those who will insist on paying 
their. fishmonger only half the market price. 
What are we to think; then, of a commission 
which allows only Is. 5d. a case, or 3s. 3d., 
for attendance on the poor of England, while 
13s. 7d. a case is found to be nove too much 
for medical attendance on felons in gaols? 
Does not this account, to a certain extent, for 
the fact, that only 1} per cent. of the prison 
population dies in gaols annually, while in 
workhouses the mortality is tenty per 
cent.’ 

If the Commissioners contend that they 
have no power to carry out their own views— 
that they can only starve the destitute— op- 
press the widow and the orphan—drag the 
labourer with a large family from his hearth, 
or sell his household goods—imprison the 
worn-out workman and his wife—that, in 
fine, they can only be cruel and inhuman— 
this is an insuperable argument against their 
continuance ; for as they may do harm, can 
do no good, and must do something, their 
continuance can only be a curse to the coun- 
try. If they have the power to carry out 
the recommendations of the Parliamentary 
Committee, and the principles which they 
have recognised, what is the country to think 
of transactions like the following, which are 
taking place every day ’— 

The Stockbridge Union is divided ‘into 
two districts: No. 1 includes the town of 
Stockbridge, the villages of Kingsomborne, 
Houghton, Lakeford, Longstock, Ashley, 
and Bossington ; it contains a population of 
upwards of 3000 inhabitants, and extends 
six miles from north to south, and four miles 
from east to west. This district, with a 
trifling exception, has been attended by Mr. 
Pursell, of Stockbridge, for the last ten or 
twelve years, at a salary amounting to from 
100/ to 150/. On the formation of the union 
the salary was reduced by the Assistant- 
Commissioner to 80i, midwifery included ; 
and by midwifery was meant attendance, not 
only on urgent cases, but on ali women having 
four children, 

An increase of 41 was last year added ; 
but there was added, also, a new class of 
omg entitled to attendance in erdi 

bour, namely, women having three chil- 
dren; 84/ included attendance half the 
inmates of the workhouse, 
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District No. 2 includes the following vil- 
:— Brou Nether Wallop, Over 
allop, East and West Tytherly, West Dean, 
and Freach Moor, containing a population of 
3500, extending from north to south nine 
miles, and seven from east to west. The 
average cost before the union for the first five 
parishes, was about 160/, but Colonel 
A’Court fixed the salary at 80i, adding the 
two last above-mentioned parishes, which are 
Situated at the extremity of the district. Mr. 
Gutch and his father have attended the poor 
of almost all this district for upwards of half 
a century. Messrs. Gutch and Fox, of 
Broughton, are now the medical officers. The 
above statement is necessary before relating 
the strange ings which have recently 
taken place in the Stockbridge Union. 

The medical officers finding that 4s 6d a- 
day was an insufficient remuneration for at- 
tendance on the poor of a population of up- 
wards of 3000, in a wide district, remon- 


tion of about 1s per day. 
The Board of Guardians refused to make 


to attend district No. 


lett, Somerset, offering 
1 for 75/, midwifery and the workhouse in- 


made his appearance in accordance 
with the terms of the advertisement. 


which they declined to accept. 
The Board of Guardians have, in conse- 
quence, advertised a second time for some 
1 oat, who may be ready to ac- 

to their wishes. 

is plain statement of facts needs no 
comment. Here is a board of guardians 
disregarding the feelings of the poor, dis- 
attendants, merely 
the sake of about Is per day. 


We have hitherto purposely abstained from 
the discussion of individual cases of suffering 
under the new law, and from any recurrence 
to the contumelious treatment which the Medi- 
cal Profession has received at the hands of 


the Commissioners, during seven years ;' chemists and 


SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES v, GREENOUGH. 


but we now give them fair notice, that unless 
they take immediate steps to put a stop to 
these disgusting transactions, and to intro- 
duce the sound principles of medical relief 
sanctioned by the Parliamentary Committee, 
it will be necessary to undertake this task, 
and to bring the subject in all its bearings 
fully and fairly before the country. They are 
the best judges of the effect the discussion is 
likely to have on their own “ continuance.” 


COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH. 
Tuesday, May 25, 1841. 


THE SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES ©, GREENOUGH, 

Tuts was an action to recover penalties 
from the defendant for practising as an apo- 
thecary at the town of St. Helens, in Lanca- 
shire, without possessing the certificate re- 
quired by the Act of the 55th Geo. IIL, c. 
194, which was tried before Mr. Baron 
Maule and a.special ju 72 at the Liverpool 
Summer Assizes, 1839, w a verdict was 
found for the defendant. 

Mr. Caesswett having in a former term 
obtained a rule nisi for a new trial, on the 


* | ground of misdirection of the learned Judge, 


the rule now came on for argument, 

Mr. Justice Coteripoe having read the 
Judge’s report, 

Mr. Watson appeared on behalf of the de- 


| fendant to show cause against the rule. The 
|learned Judge had told the jury that what 


was done by the defendant was, an acting as 
an apothecary, unless the jury thought that 
he was acting as chemists and druggists 


“| acted at the time of the passing of the Apo- 


thecaries’ Act ; and that it was a question of 
fact for the jury to fiod what the practice of 
chemists and druggists had been at that 
period. 

Lord Dexmay : Can you defend that ruling, 
Mr. Watson ? 

Mr. Watson: apprehend, mostdecidedly, 
I can defend it, my Lord. 

Lord Denman: If he has acted as an apo- 
thecary, what would it have signified if he 
had acted as a chemist also? 

Mr. Warson: Because the statute ex- 
preasly provides for it in the 28th section. 

Mr. Justice Corestpee ; That is not to 
prejudice the trade of a chemist and druggist 
in pus and dispensing drugs. 

r. Watson: “ Dispensing” is the very 
word used, both in the Apothecaries’ Charter 
and this Act of Parliament. Apothecaries 
were persons who kept shops, and who dis- 
pensed medicines at the request of their pa- 
tients. 

Mr. Justice Coreripce: What operation 
do you sa, the Act of Parliament has, then t 

Mr. Watson: It Itas this; it leaves the 

to dispense medicines 


|| 

Btrated with the Board of Guardians, assur- 

ing them that they (the medical officers) could 

not, in justice to themselves or to the poor, 

continue their services on the above-men- 

tioned terms, and asked for the trifling addi- 

the Times and provincial papers for tenders 

aly ene new application was received, and 
proposition was then made that the tenders 

of the old medical officers, who had so long 

attended the poor, and possessed their confi 

dence, be accepted. This proposition wal 
negatived, the ex eficio guardians (ayes) 

standing alone in its favour. A committee 

was then appointed to endeavour to arrange 

the matter with the medical officers, but to 

little purpose. Mr. Pursell, through intimi- 

dation, was induced to accept 95/, and 85! 

were offered to Messrs. Gutch and Fox, 
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y way that chemists and draggists had 

the habit of dispensing medicines be- 

According to the best opinion of all 

practitioners, the uniform opinion on 

porch is this, that the Act of Parliament 

left chemists and druggists to deal with 

medicines as before; that is to say, either 

to sell medicines over the counter, or, if they 
were bought, to send them to the patients. 

Mr. Justice Cotertpce: But not to go 
and visit a patient and attend upon him? 

Mr. Watson: There is no objection to 
their visiting, if they merely charge for their 
medicines. That is the very question that 
has with regard to physi- 


Justice : One of the de- 
fendant’s bills expressly charges for visits. 

Mr. Watson to contend that a 

rson who merely sells medicines—though 
he may visit, though he may prescribe, still 
ifhe does it merely as a chemist and druggist, 
and does not hold himself out as an apothe- 
cary, he is not within the Act. That. under 
the 28th section of the Act, chemists and 
druggists were protected in doing whatever 
chemists and druggists had done before the 
passing of the Act, and that the Judge was 
right in leaving it as a question of fact for 
the jury to say what the practice of chemists 
and druggists was before the passing of the 
Act. That the learned Judge could not have 
taken upon himself to say that attending a 


patient, or prescribing for a patient, and 
making up the medicines, was practising as 
and not as a chemist and 


: You say there was no 
evidence of what a chemist and druggist was 
before the passing of the Act? Does not the 
direction amount to this, that a chemist and 
druggist might act as an apothecary before 
the statute? 

Mr. Watson: No, my Lord; the learned 
Judge's direction was this: “ Gentlemen, 
you are to tell me this—we want to know 
what the practice of a chemist and druggist 
was.” The jury said, “ May we ask forthe 
distinction between a chemist and an apothe- 
cary;” upon which Mr. Baron Maule said, 
“ Gentlemen, you must tell me that, and then 
I will tell you what the law is on the sub- 
ject :” so that really, after all, it was a ques- 
tion of fact. The learned counsel then cited 
the case of the College of Physicians against 
Rose, | Brown's “ Parliamentary Cases,” 
78; and observed, that from the reiga of 
Heary the Eighth down to the reign of 
Queen Anne, it was supposed that no one 
could prescribe any medicines but physi- 
cians. 

Mr. Justice Cotertpce: In 1815, when 
the Act passed, what distinction do you say 
there was between chemists and druggists 
and apothecaries ? 

Mr. os I say there really was none 


Mr. Justice Cotertpce: If so, then why 

were not the chemists and druggists put 
under the same regulation as the a 

ries? I want you to tell me the distinction 

between them at the time of the passing of 

the Act. 

Mr. Watson: I say, my Lord, that at that 
period the apothecary went and attended his 
patients from time to time, and that chemists 
and druggists did the same when they were 
asked to do so, 

Mr. Justice Coteriper: Then there was 
no distinction. 

Mr. Watson: Only people went to the 
apothecaries because they were a better edu- 
cated class. 

Mr. Justice CoLceripce: Then, according 
to your argument, the better educated class 
were governed, and the worse educated class 
were left as they were. 

Mr. Watson: If my client had set over 
his door “ Dr. Greenough,” and had gota 
gold-headed cane, and had gone wut pre- 
scribing, I submit there was no law to pre- 
vent him. Supposing a coach-load of pas- 
sengers had been upset, as I said whea I 
addressed the jury, and he had attended 
them all for six months, and cured them, and 
prescribed for them, he could have recovered 
from them all, if he had held himself out as 
asurgeon. Itis not an Act to regulate the 
medical profession. 

Mr. Justice Coceniper: It is to regulate 
the apothecaries. You say ao 
and a chemist was the same thing at that 
time. 

Mr. Watson: They both engaged in phar- 
macy, bat they were not an equally-educated 
class. No doubt, my Lord; what I contend 
for is this, that as chemists ‘and druggists, if 
I went into a shop, and asked them to pre- 
scribe for me, I put myself into the hands of 
a person who had not received so good an 
education, aod I must take the chance of 
that; but still there was nothing to prevent 
them doing so. If a man holds himself out 
as a chemist and druggist, and I choose to 
go to him, and ask bim for his advice as to 
what medicine I ought to take, that is merely 
practising as a chemist and druggist, as it 
would be merely (using the words of the sta- 
tute) a “ dispensing of his medicines.” 

Mr. Justice Corertpce: Surely it cannot 
depend upon his recommending you medi- 
riage 

Ste. Watson: If a person holds himself 
out as an @ , and goes round and 
visits as an apothecary, then, I admit at 
once, he would be liable to the penalties. 

Mr. Justice Wittiams: In what way do 
you say this man acted? 

Mr. Watson: I say he held himsell' out as 
a chemist and druggist, and nothing else, my 
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mix- | interesting address ; and the latter gentleman 
ing the drugs? And if so, would not the | was succeeded by Professor Otto, of Copen- 
doing that afterwards be an infringement of | hagen, who explained the —— of phre- 
the Act? nology in the kingdom of Denmark. The 

Mr. Watson then cited the case of Allison | meeting was then adjourned by the chairman 
©. Haydon, which decided that a surgeon | to the succeeding day at eleven o'clock, P.M., 
who was not an apothecary could not recover | when it was announced that a paper “* On 
for medicines and attendance in a case of | the Application of Phrenology to Guarantee 
typhus fever; and argued that the plaintiff Societies,” from the pen of Mr. George Combe, 
had in that case held himself out as an apo- | would be read to the meeting; that an essay 
thecary, and that it was no authority against on Monomania would be read by Mr. De- 
the present defendant. The learned counsel ville; together with a paper by Mr. Haw- 
concluded by calling upon the Court to sup- kins, on “ A New Method of Measurement 
port the direction of the learned Judge. of the Development of the Brain.” 

Mr. Cresswett: My Lords, I am quite) The subsequent meetings of the association 
sure that no jury having that respect for the | will take place alternately morning and even- 
opinioa of a learned Judge, which all juries ing, at half-past one and seven, p.m. The 
are bound to pay, could have found any association will be occupied with reading 
other verdict than that which they did, under papers, discussions, and illustrations of phre- 
his Lordship’s direction. It amounted, my nology, by crania, casts, and dissections of 
Lords, to a direction for the jury to give the the brain. 
verdict they did, while the jury almost re-| Papers will be furnished by Mr. Atkinson, 
monstrated against it. on the Fine Arts ; Dr. Browne, on Hope ; Pro- 

Mr. Watson: I don’t know where you fessor Caldwell, on the Temperaments ; Dr. 
find that. | Elliotson, on Colour; Mr. Lowe, on Concen- 

Lord Denman: I think it is clear the trativeness; Mr. Sampson,on Criminal Juris- 
direction assumed that character. prudence ; Mr. Simpson, on the Sense of Re- 
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they in the habit of attending as well as 


Mr. Cresswett: The jury came back and 
said, in the absence of any evidence of what | 
was the practice of chemists and druggists 
before the Act, We find for the defendant : 
desiring to hand a written paper to the 
learned Judge, which he refused to receive ; 
he saying, I give you my opinion on the law 


—you had better find a verdict absolutely | 
one way or the other, according to that opi- 
nion ; and then they found a verdict for the 
defendant. 

Lord Dexman: At all events, there was a 
prima facie case, and it was for the defendant 
to take himself out of the Act. 


Mr. Justice Patreson: I don’t see the 
least possibility of doubt in this case, unless 
it can be said that an apothecary and a che- | 
mist mean the same thing, whereas the Act 
distinctly negatives it. 

Mr. Justice Witttams and Mr. Justice 


Coveripee concurred ; and the Court, with-. 
out hearing the plaintiff's counsel in support 
of the rule, made the rule for a new trial 
absolute. 


PHRENOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. | 

Tue first meeting of this association was 
held in the large room of the Society of Arts 
on Wednesday, June 2nd, at half-past one, 
P.M., Dr. Conouty inthe chair. The meeting 
was well attended, and there were many | 
ladies present. 

The business of the meeting was opened 
by an introductory address on the state of | 


sistence; and also communications by Mr. 
Barber, Mr. R. Beamish, Mr. Cull, Mr. 
Gardiner, Mr. Hawkins, Professor Otto, and 
others. The meetings will conclade with a 
lecture by Mr. Simpson, on the Application 
of Phrenology tothe Educational Formation of 
Character. 

At the completion of the sittings of the as- 
sociation, on Tuesday, June 8th, the friends 
of phrenology will dine at the Freemasons’ 


Tavern. 


ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 


Tuesday, May 25, 1841. 


Dr. Witttams, President. 

Case of Subclavio-Axillary Aneurism, success- 
Sully treated by Operation, By F.C, Sxey, 
FEsq., F.R.S., Assistant-surgeon to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Tue aneurismal tumour in the case bere re- 

lated was of small size, and was situated at 

about an inch from the outer border of the 
left scalenus muscle. It had existed about 
two months when the patient put himself 
under the care of the author, and as it was 
rapidly advancing the operation was imme- 
diately determined on, The mode of per- 
forming the operation is thus described :— 

“ [T commenced an arched incision about three 

inches above the clavicle, close to the outer 

border of the sterno-mastoid muscle, and 
carried a little curving it in to- 


phrenology in England by Dr. Elliotson. The | wards the clavicular origin of the muscle, 
state and prospects of phrenology in America | which I exposed to somewhat more than one 
were then detailed by Professor Caldwell, of | half of its length. This flap, convex towards 
the United States, in a very energetic and | the acromion, I reflected with the platysma 


ancl? 
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muscle, A little careful dissection with a 
blunt silver kaife ex posed the lower belly of 
the omo-hyoideus and a portion of the sac, 
through the walls of which the pulsations of 
the artery were visible. Ono the inner side 
the external border of the scalenus was also 
exposed, and by tearing away the cellular 
tissue in this space by means of a blant 
hook and a silver knife, the transversalis 
colli and supra-scapular arteries were 
brought into view, arising from the thyroid 
axis withia the scalenus muscle, and pro- 
ceeding outwards across the bottom of the 
wound to their destination, Above the trans. 
versalis colli was felt the subclavien artery, 
and above it the lower branches of the axil- 
lary plexus of nerves, Having slightly de- 
tached it from the rib, I had no difficulty in 
passing around it an armed needle at a quar- 
ter of an inch vn the outer side of the sea- 
lenas.” The progress of the case was tole- 
rably favourable, until the seventeenth day 
after the operation, when appearances mani- 
fested themselves in the left leg and thigh, 
which the author attributed to phlebitis. 
The treatment of this symptom consisted in 
excoriating the surface over the affected 
vessels with water nearly boiling, and 
anointing the excoriated surface with mer. 
corial ointment mixed with opiam. The 
ligature separated on the forty-seventh day 
after the operation. 

The author declares his decided prefer- 
ence for the mode of incision adopted in 
this case, over the more usual one along the 
line of the clavicle, on account of the greater 
facility of approaching the vessel to be tied, 
as well as the greater probability of escap- 
ing troublesome, if not dangerous, hamor- 
rhage. The paper conclades with observa- 
tions on the severe constitutional symptoms 
which frequently follow the ligature of large 
vessels, and which, in the case now related, 
were particularly urgent, 


Case of Ancurism of the Right Subclavian 
Artery, inwhich a Ligature was successfully 
applied. By Joun P. Horton, Esq., 
geon to the Liverpool Infirmary, Com- 
municated by Sir C. Brovie, Bart. 

The patient, a warehouseman, aged 35, of 

robust frame, was admitted into the infirmary 

in December last with a strongly-pulsating 
aneurismal tumour immediately below the 
clavicle, raising that bone considerably from 
its natural position, The disease had its 
origin from an accident which occurred three 
months previously to his admission, when, 
having fallen from a pile of cotton, his fall 
was suddenly arrested by a hook, which 
suspended him by his arm. Notwithstand- 
ing the appearance of the swelling three 
weeks after the accident, and the great suf- 
fering which attended its rapid increase, he 
continued to follow his laborious employ- 

ment until the 24th of December, and did 

not present himself at the infirmary antil the 


30th. Between that time and the 8th of 
January, when the operation was performed, 
a rapid incresse took place in the size of the 
tumour, Unlike the author of the paper 
briefly alluded to above, Mr, Halton prefers 
the mode of making the first incision which 
was first recommended by the late Mr. 
Ramsden, viz., that in the line of the cla- 
vicle, from a belief that thereby hamorrbage 
is more likely to be avoided. “ The integu- 
ments were drawn down a little over the 
clavicle, and with the platysma myoides 
divided by a scalpel upon the upper edge of 
the bone to the extent of about three inches, 
the incision commencing nearest the shoul- 
der, and terminating just beyood the sterno- 
mastoid muscle. The integuments above 
the incision, and on the outer edge of the 
sterno-mastoid muscle, being pinched up, 
were next separated by one sweep of asharp- 
pointed bistoury, cutting from within out- 
wards, from about the middie of the first 
incision in a line upwards and backwards, 
for two inches and a half, due regard being 
paid to the course of the external jugular 
vein.” By mesons of the freedom afforded 
by the external incision just described, the 
author was enabled to complete the remaia- 
ing stages of the operation without difficulty, 
and a double ligature was placed around the 
artery, ata depth of two inches below the 
clavicle. The haod, arm, and shoulder were 
enveloped in a thick layer of warm carded 
cotton, The result of the case was most 
favourable; the ligature came away on the 
12th day, the incisions healed rapidly; his 
recovery was unipterrapted by any bad 
symptom up to the 27th of February, on 
which day the aneurismal swelling had al- 
most disappeared, and pulsation was distinct 
in the radial artery. After this the swelling 
again became large and painful, though 
without pulsation, and matter formed in the 
situation of the sac, This being evacuated 
by a trocar to the amount of twelve ounces, 
was found to consist of very offensive pas 
mixed with putrid blood. On the 3rd of 
April the patient was entirely well. 

Immediately that the secretary had finish- 
ed reading Mr. Skey’s paper, which entered 
into many minute details, relative to the 
physiological as well as the pathological 
history of the case, 

Dr. Corptanp rose and said, that as an 
“independent man,” and not knowing who 
was the author of the communication which 
had jast Leen read, he could not help re- 
marking—and he was sare that many mem- 
bers felt as he did—that the paper in ques- 
tion was uousually prolix and verbose. He 
thought it an injustice to other gentlemen 
who had papers announced for reading 
during the present session, inasmuch as it 
would be impossible for them to be read, 
should papers of sach an unnecessary length 
as the present be permitted to be brought 
before the society. He thought it was the 
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duty of the secretary to condense or abbre- 
viate those parts of a paper which were 
altogether unvecessary : this was particu- 
larly the case at a crisis like the present, 
whea there were fourteen papers announced, 
and there were only two more nights of meet- 
ing this session. 

Mr. Perry remarked, that he was not at 
liberty to curtail an author's paper in the 
manner recommended by Dr. Copland, It 
might occur, indeed, if he did take such a 
step, that he might take out of the paper the 
very parts which the author considered of 
the greatestimportance. It was not so easy 
& matter to condense papers as might be 
imagived. If authors, however, would send 
their papers at the commencement instead 
of at the termination of the session, there 
would be no cause for complaint that papers 
could not be read. Instead of this plan, 
however, being pursued, the society had fre- 
queotly, at the early part of the session, 
great difficulty in getting any paper; whilst 
towards the conclusion, papers were crowded 
in, and could not be read. He hoped this 
fact would be borne in mind at the com- 
mencement of the next session. 

Dr. Witttams observed, that the laryn- 
geal symptoms which followed the opera- 
tion, were not, probably, dependent upon 
that proceeding, but were the result of 
hysteria. 

Dr. Appison observed, that the symptoms 
alluded to were by no means uncommon in 
cases of aveurism of the arch of the aorta, 
altogether independent of the performance 
of any operation, and were the result of 
pressure on the recurrent nerve. These 
symptoms would also arise from injury in- 
flicted on the nerve during the operation, 
or from subsequent inflammatory action de- 
pend?nt upoo that proceeding. 

Mr. Perry inquired of the author of the 
paper, whether the plan he had pursued in 
the “ phlebitis” which had occurred in the 
case detailed, was the one which he gene- 
rally followed, or whether he was induced 
to adopt it in this instance from any pecu- 
liarity in the case. Was the practice, io 
fact, supported by any previous experience. 


Mr. Skey, before replying to the questions | been included in the ligature. 
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details that any just inference could be 
drawn, as to whether the symptoms under 
which the patient laboured were the results 
of the operation, or were dependent upon 
the congestion of blood behind the ligature, 
With regard to the remarks of Dr, Addison, 
he (Mr. Skey) would not veoture to say 
that no nerve was included in the ligature, 
Sir B. Brodie had assisted at the operation, 
and, perhaps, would be good enough to state 
whether it was likely that such was the 
case. Thesymptoms, however, which might 
be referrible to such an accident were in- 
termittent, and at last altogether subsided ; 
proving, perhaps, sufficiently, that no nerve 
could have been included io the liga- 
ture, With respect to the treatment he had 
employed in the phlebitis which ensued ia 
this case, he had only to remark, that he 
never pursued a similar mode before, and 
was induced to try it in this case, because 
he knew of no other plan which could have 
been safely followed, 

Sir B. Bropre was present at the opera- 
tion in this case, and would take this oppor- 
tunity of remarking, that the proceeding 
was conducted with great dexterity aod 
coolness. He had carefully examioed the 
artery when it was exposed, and believed 
that no nerve was included in the ligature 
which was placed round the vessel: with 
regard to the symptoms stated by Dr. Ad- 
dison, as occasionally observed in aneurism 
of the arch of the aorta, aod their depend- 
ence on pressure upon the recurrent nerve, 
it was certainly not so in all cases. He at- 
tended some years since a servant of the 
late Mr. Canning: this patient had been 
long subject to symptoms resembling in- 
flammation of the trachea, as difliculty of 
breathing, &c.; these symptoms on one oc- 
casion became suddenly more urgent, and 
the man died. On examination, an aneurism 
of the arch of the aorta was found pressing 
upon the trachea, the caliber of which it 
had diminished to half its natural size, The 
mucous membrane of the tube was in a state 
of inflammation. 

Dr. Apptsox had not intended to hint that, 
in the case under discussion, any nerve had 
He bad no 


which had been put to him, would make a | doubt, however, that pressure on the recar- 
remark or two upon the observations which rent nerve by an aneurism in the neighbour- 


had fallen from Dr. Copland, and which 
Were more true than courteous, The facts 
regarding the paper were these :—He re- 
collected that when he was on the council 
of the society some years since, that there 
Was a great disinclination to receive a single 
case, unless there were some observations 
attached to it: at first it had not been his 
intention to read the present case before the 
society, but at the solicitation of several of 
the members he had been induced so to do. 
He believed the remarks attached were 
prolix, but be nevertheless thought them 
necessary, for it was only by such minute 


hood of the arch of the aorta, did occasion- 
ally produce the laryngeal symptoms re- 
ferred to. He recollected, at the present 
moment, one case in particular of a maa 
who was admitted iuto Gay's Hospital with 
sore throat and symptoms of laryngitis; he 
suspected, from the peculiarity of the man's 
appearance, that there was aneurism of the 
aorta, The man died at the expiration of 
some months; and on examination two 
small aneurisms about the arch of the aorta 
were detected; one projecting forwards, 
the other backwards, and pressing upon the 
recurrent nerve, He had seen several cases 
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in which irritation of this nerve produced 
the symptoms io question. 

Mr. Brake did not consider that the symp- 
toms of reaction which followed the ligature 
of a large artery as due to the increased 
force of the blood in the remainder of the 
arterial system; for although the experi- 
ments of Magendie and others would show 
that the effect of diminishing the vascular 
system by the ligature of a large artery, was 
to increase the pressure on the rest of the 
arterial system, yet these experiments would 
not apply to instances in which an artery 
had been tied for disease. In these cases 
there could be no doubt that the vessels 
carrying on the collateral circulation soon 
became enlarged before the ancurism at- 
tained any size; but as the tamour enlarged, 
not only was the main artery itself ob- 
structed, but by its pressure on the collate- 
ral vessels it prevented the passage of the 
blood through them; the consequence was, 
that the parts beyond the aneurism were 
imperfectly supplied with blood. As soon, 
however, as a ligature was passed round 
the main artery, the aneurisma! tumour be- 
came diminished, and the pressure was ac- 
cordingly taken off the collateral vessels ; 
so that instead of there being a greater 
quantity of blood thrown back into the rest 
of the arterial system, he (Mr. Blake) consi- 
dered that immediately after the operation 


the limb received more blood than it had- 
done before ; a fact sufficiently evidenced by | 
the increased temperature of the limb. 
performed on dogs showed | 


Experiments 


was ina state of complete gangrene, there 
was no symptom of inflammation of the 
veins present, In another case, which occur- 
red some time afterwards, of a lady, from 
whom he removed aa “ aneurism by anas- 
tomosis” from the forehead, by means of 
ligatures, all did well for some years; at 
the expiration of which time a small pulsat- 
ing tumour made its appearance on the 
upper part of the cicatrix, consequent upon 
the former operation, This tumour was 
about the size of the end of the little hoger ; 
and as the patient was very aoxious for its 
removal, two needles were passed under the 
growth, round which ligatures were tightly 
placed, All seemed doing well for two days, 
at the end of which time the extremities be- 
came dark, as if from venous congestion, 
and with this symptom the most prominent, 
she died. After death, one arm was fouad 
io a state of gangrene. 

Dr. Coptanp had long since come to the 
conclusion, that operations on the large ves- 
sels of the truok or neighbourhood were 
frequently followed by great mischief to the 
ganglionic nerves, altugether independent of 
obstruction: an opision which seemed also 
to have beea entertained by the able surgeoa 
who had last spoken. This danger, he 
thought, was particularly to be feared in the 
eases in which the subclavian artery was 
the seat of operation, surrounded as that 
vessel was with so many important parts of 
the ganglionic system. The ligature in these 
cases must include some portion of these 
nerves; the shock produced by which was 


that, immediately after the ligature of the | followed, in some cases, by more or less 


femoral artery, nearly two-thirds as much 


venous congestion, and in others with irrita- 


blood circulated through the lower extre- | tive fever. The effects produced were rather 
mity as before the operation, although, the those of a vital than of a mechanical nature, 


artery being healthy, there had been no pre. 


He believed that, in Mr, Skey’s case, there 


vious provision for carrying on the collateral was no phiebitis present. 


circulation, Immediately after the ligature 
of the artery, the pressure in the lower part 
of the vessel was equal to a colamo of mer- 
cary of 3.5 inches, whilst it was only from 
5 to 5.5 in the other parts of the arterial 
system. 

Sir B. Bropre said, in reference to the 


effects of operations on large vessels, that he | 


remembered a case, some years since, which 
was attended by very odd symptoms, an! 
which be was quite ata loss to explain, but 
had considered, at the same time, that they 
were the result of some injury inflicted on 
the nervous system. A man was operated 
upon in St. George’s Hospital for aneurism 
the subclavian artery. There appeared 

to be no reason to expect any untoward 
symptoms, but two or three days after the 
operation the man’s pulse became full and 
rapid; he was attacked with profuse per- 
spiration, and every now and then with the 
appearance of great venous congestion in all 
the extremities. He sunk; aod after death 
extremity, opposite to that upon 
the operation had beea performed 


Mr. Aryort regarded Dr. Addison's view 
of the occasional occurrence of symptoms 
analogous to those of laryngitis in cases of 
aneurism of the aorta as correct. He had 
witnessed one instance of the kind, and had 
seen the sebject of another case where the 
surgeon being called to the patient in the 
night, and finding immediate suffocation to 
be threatened, performed the operation of 
tracheotomy; and where, on examination 
after death, aneurism of the aorta or innomi- 
nata was found. The occurrence of this 
class of symptoms was not confined, how- 
ever, to cases of aneurism, they supervened 
also on operations for their relief in their 
vicinity. Ina the case in which the subcla- 
vian artery was first tied by Mr. Colles, of 
Dublin, on the inner side of the scalenous 
muscle, so alarming a state of breathing, on 
tightening the ligature, took place, that he 
was obliged to uado it. Aon affection of the 
respiratory organs also succeeded to the 
same operation, by another Irish surgeon, 
In eadeavouring to account for these rer 
toms, it was to be recollected that they 
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not occur on ligature of arteries elsewhere, 
of the iliacs or femoral, for instance, but 
only ia the situation alluded to, That they 
did not always, in operations, depend on a 
branch of a nerve being included in the liga- 
ture would seem to be showa by Mr. Skey’s 
case, where, if a nerve were included, it 
must have been a very small one indeed, 
Mr. Arnott had also seen gangrene take 
place in a distant pert some days after an 
operation, With respect to the existence of 
phlebitis in this case, he had doubts of its 
reality; he bad been asked to look at a 
number of cases of “ phlebitis,” of late, in 
which there was no phlebitis at all; and in 
the present instaoce the symptoms were very 
different from those which attended trauma- 
tic phlebitis, or where there had been a 
wound or puncture, or a ligature of a vein. 
The treatment adopted was, however, worthy 
of recollection. 

Mr. Sxey thought that the symptoms pre- 
sent in his case were those of phlebitis, and 
that the peculiar hardness of the veins ob- 
served could have resulted from no other 
cause. 

Dr. Keratson recollected the case of Mr. 
Caoning’s servant, referred to by Sir B. 
Brodie. The chief symptom which was pre- 
sent, was the occasional dificalty of breath- 
ing, which, on more than one occasion, 
threatened suffocation, There was no sus- 
piciou during life that the patient laboured 
under aneurism, 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 
Monday, May 24, 1841. 
Dr. President, 

PAINFUL NEURALGIC AFFECTION OF THE REC- 

TUM REMOVED BY DIVISION OF THE 

SPHINCTER, 
Mr. Hiro related the following case :— 
Three months since he was consulted by a 
gentleman atthe bar, thirty-three years of | 
age, and of sedentary habits. He had suf- 
fered about a year before with a most ex- 
cruciating pain in the rectum, just withio 
the sphincter, For the relief of this he un- 
derwent various kinds of treatment; was 
leeched and blistered in the neighbourhood 
of the anus, and tock tonics, without expe- 
rienving any benefit. He ultimately went 
into the country, and the pain left him. He 
was attacked, however, a second time with 
the same kind of pain, and on this occasion 
Mr. Hird saw him. He suffered so mnch 
on going to stool, that he frequently was 
obliged to cry out. This led Mr. Hird to 
suspect that there was some malignant dis- 
ease in the rectum; but on instituting a 
careful examination, not the slightest trace 
of organic disease could be detected, On 
passing the finger, however, within the 
sphincter, a spot, rather less than a shilling, 


NEURALGIC AFFECTION OF THE RECTUM. 


was found to be excessively tender: on di- 


lating the anus, and looking at this spot, no 
alteration of structure could be detected, 
With the view of diminishing any irritation 
which might be caused by the passage of 
hardened feces through the rectum, the 
bowels were kept in a relaxed condition, 
but no relief to the pain ensued. As the 
pain had something in it of an intermittent 
character, quinine was administered in to- 
lerably large doses, bat it afforded no relief. 
Carbonate of iron, followed by the arseni- 
cal solution, failed in mitigating the pain, 
Mr. Hird, under these circumstances, pro- 
posed the division of the sphincter muscle, 
This was done by means of a bistoury, the 
incision being carried right through the 
centre of the painful spot. Instaut relief 
followed, the wound healed by granulation, 
and the patient had sioce done well. Two 
other patients had since been under his 
care with the same kiod of affection; in 
one of these all the tonic and other reme- 
dies employed in the last case failed of suc- 
cess, and the sphincter was eventually 
divided, with the resalt which was experi- 
enced in the former instance. In the other 
case, the patient was under treatment, and 
had been relieved bythe use of the liquor 
arsenicalis. He was not aware that any 
other surgeon had performed this operation 
for a similar complaint, except Mr. Bush, 
an American practitioner, who had recorded 
one case of the kind, in which the cure was 
complete. 

Mr. Crarke thought the cases related by 
Mr. Hird were very similar to those re- 
corded by Dr, Marshall Hall, in his lately 
published valuable work, and consisting in 
the occasional occurrence of a very painful 
condition of the rectum; and which Dr, 
Hall had found to be instantly relieved by 
an effort, on the part of the sufferer, to eva- 
cuate his bowels, 

Mr. Pitcner inquired if, in Mr. Hird’s 
case, there could have been inflammation, or 
effusion into the mucous or sub-mucous tis- 
sues, and whether the relief depended upon 
the blood-letting consequent upon the ope- 
ration? 

Dr. Tuomson thought that division of the 
sphincter ani was occasionally followed by 
such distressing eff cts, from its rendering 
the patient unable to retain his faeces, that 
an operation should not be hastily resorted 
to. Dr. Thomson related a case where, 
after the application of a ligature to some 
hemorrhoidal tamours, the patient became 
affected with violent nearalgic pains in the 
part, shortly after every effort to relieve the 
bowels, aod continuing for four or five 
hours, Under the use of suppositories of 
opium, and the internal ase of laudanum, 
the patient experienced some relief. There 
had been a little abrasion at ove time, and 
this part was tender on pressure ; but when 
the abrasion healed the tenderness did not 
remain, Was this a case in which the 
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sphincter might bave been divided with ad- 
vantage? French surgeons had long been 
in the habit of dividiog the sphincter for 
severe pains in the rectum, dependent upon | 
a small fissure io the mucous membrane, 

Mr. Hancock inquired whether the ten- 
deraess of the sphincter in Mr, Hird’s case 
was the cause or the effect of the spasm? 
He had seen cases of spasmodic contraction 
of the sphincter dependent upon little fis- 
sures, like chaps, in the mucous membrane, 
producing irregular coatraction of the 
muscle. He had found the careful dilata- 
tion of the parts, by means of a bougie, of 
much service in these cases. Mr. Hancock 
related a case in which there was a small 
tumour of the mecous membrane, something 
of the shape and size of a currant, giving 
rise to excrnciating pain, bat which was re- 
lieved by the dilatation of the part; and 


that this indammation did exist, and could 
not be detected. In the absence of the 
symptom of inflammation, however, it was 
but fair to think that the pain was neural- 
gic. It was remarkable bow slight an orga- 
nic lesion of the macous membrane of the 
rectum was capable of producing the most 
violent and intractable pain. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL SCHOOL, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—As you published, in your Journal 
of last week, a communication from an indi- 
vidual assuming the title of a “ Medical 
Student,” I trust your liberality and sense 


_of justice will insure the early introduction 


another case of violent spasmodic action of of the following remarks upon that uaworthy 
the intestine, consequent upon the applica. epistle:—An unauthenticated tirade, like 
tion of a ligature to a bemorrhoidal the one in question, would probably have 
tumour; this pain subsided by the use of been allowed to pass entirely unnoticed, had 
opium, He thought in Mr. Hird’s case its statements referred to no points of greater 
the operation was successful by reduciog importance than the protraction of the winter 
the irregular action of the sphincter. session, the want of lectures upon compara- 

Mr. Hirp had been informed of Dr. Hall's | tive anatomy, or even the, there stated, un- 
cases, but there was this difference between equal merits of different teachers at the 
them and those which he had himself re- medical school of Guy's Hospital; but as it 
lated, viz., that in his Mr. Hird's cases, the is most apparent that these grounds of as- 
effort to relieve the bowel was of no kind of | sumed grievance have merely been caught 
service. With regard to the cases men- | up as flimsy premises to a dastardly atlack 
tioned by Dr. Thomson and Mr, Hancock, upon the character of an amiable and talented 
they were altogether different from those gentleman—a lecturer at that school—I feel 
which he bad detailed, inasmuch as in his that it would be too great an exercise of 
own cases there was vo kind of structural | forbearance either to allow those statements 
disease present. He was quite familiar to remain unrebutted, or to refrain from ex- 
with that class of cases in which a fissure in pressing the indignation with which, io coth- 
the mucous membrane of the rectum was! mon with the great body of my fellow-stu- 
productive of spasmodic contraction of the | dents, [regard the pitiful malice of those 
sphincter, aod that the snipping out of this | brief, but mendacious, accusations, and the 
fissure usually reliewed the spasm. Divi-| cowardly treachery of the miod which has sug- 
sion of the sphincter in these cases was pot | gested them, notwithstanding the improba- 
necessary. is class of cases bore nokiod | bility that they have had power to prejudice 
of analogy with those be had mentioned, in | unfavourably a single, right-minded indivi- 
which he believed both the pain and tender- dual either ia the school or in the profession 
bess originated in a morbid condition of the generally, against the person so unfeelingly 
berves, and were both removed by altering attacked. There are, sir, three points of 
that morbid action by division of the sphinc- | accusation which your correspondest has 
ter. The operation in neither of the cases levelled, either by direct statement or by 
was followed by bad results. | teclnustion pearly equally explicit, agaiost 

Mr. Piccaer did not think that the objec- | one of the lecturers on morbid avatomy at 
tion against division of the sphincter, in Guy's Hospital; they are these:—Io the 
necessary cases, as urged by Dr. Thomson, first place, that his lectures are deficient in 
wasa valid one. It was very rare for any | merit; secondly, that his general bearing 
loss of power to follow division of the towards the students is uncourteous and of- 
sphincter in ordinary cases. Hemorrhage fensive ; and, in fine, that his character hes 
occasionally occurred, but this was usually become highly unpopular in the school. 
commanded by pressure. He could hardly | Now, sir, although, under circumstances of 
decide, in his own mind, whether in Mr. | less aggravation than those attendant upon 
Hird’s case the affection was entirely de- | the late attack, I should not have felt my- 
pendent upon the nervous system, or whe- self called upon, by any feelings arising 
ther there might not be slight inflammation | either from my acquaintanceship with, or 
io the mucous tissues, or in the sphincter | personal obligations to, this gentleman, to 
itself, which inflammation had lighted up| challenge the trath of statements advanced 


the neuralgic pain, It was uot impossible | against him ; I feel bouad, from a long ia- 
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timacy with his professional conduct in the 
school, at once to affirm that the above as- 
sertions of your correspondent are wholly 
untrue, and to adduce substantial proofs of 
their utter falsehood. While it must be ad- 
mitted that the discourses of this teacher 
have the disadvantages of a slight hesitatioa 
and occasional obscurity of style, disadvan- 
tages of almost universal occurrence in the 
orations of young lecturers, these blemishes 
are more than compensated by the sound- 
ness and, frequently, the originality of the 
matter which they contain. Professing to 


GUY'S HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL, 


it to your good jadgment, and to that of the 
profession, whether it is possible that a lec- 
turer, whose coaduct is such as I have faith- 
fully described, can be unpopular ia his 
school? That this gentleman is not so, with 
the majority of the studeats, I am perfectly 
assured ; and I am as certaio that, if a feel- 
ing of dislike to him has arisen in any set, 
it must be attributable not to intentional 
offence on his part, but to the personal ma- 
lice and active detraction either of your cor- 
respondent bimself, or of certain individuals 
equally ill-disposed and contemptible. I 


be demonstrations of the morbid prepara- mast agaia repeat that no circumstances of 
tions contained in the museum, their details less moment than the preseot would have 
are, for the most part, strictly practical; induced me to take the liberty of coming 


consisting of series of well-applied and con- 
sistent facts, which every observant person 
in the school is aware their author has eli- 
cited during many years of indefatigable re- 
search, Although fora long period a fre- 
queater of Guy's Hospital, and in commu- 
nication with most of its students, I can 
safely aver that, wotil shown the last week's 
Number of your Journal, I never heard, 
from a single individual, the slightest repre- 
hension of that lecturer's bearing towards 
any of the pupils; but have been continually 
meeting with those who acknowledged with 
pleasure the instruction he had afforded 
them, and the urbaoity of manner with which 
it was conveyed; and, if permitted to add 
my Own testimony, I must state that, during 
nearly six years in which I was almost 
daily present io his demonstratiag-room, I 
never knew him fail in one single instance, 
to answer, often at great length and ever 
with proper courtesy, the professional ques- 
tions of all persons, whether studeots or 
visitors, who sought his information. When, 
in addition to these facts, even your inform- 
ant, if he actually does belong to the school, 
must be perfectly aware that, notwithstand- 
ing the pressure of severe ill-health, this 
gentleman, a few months since, voluntarily 
undertook to give a complete demonstration 
of the diseased structures removed at every 
cadaveric inspection, a system which, so far 
as I am informed, was never followed by 
any of his predecessors; when it is equally 
Certain that he lately gave, apart from his 
lectures, a public description of all the spe- 
cimens in the museum of morbid anatomy; 
and when it is well known that the very lec- 
tures which the soi-disant medical stadent 
falsely states to have been announced by 
flaming advertisements, were, although no- 
minally requiring an admission fee, gra- 
tuitously open to those students of the hos- 
pital who chose to attend them, and, in all 
probability, even to the individual who bas 
so treacherously attacked their author: — 
what shameless effrontery, what bitter malice 
can have induced your correspondent, to 
dare venture the affirmation that this geatle- 
man treats the students ia an unkind or an 
woworthy manner? Let me, then, sir, put 


forward, publicly, as this gentleman's eulo- 
gist: Ihave no claim to his private friend- 
ship; Iam entirely anaware of the feelings 
with which he regards the attack of last 
week; in fact, have had no conversation 
with him upon the subject; but I have 
thought it a matter of duty, aod no flattery, 
to adduce favourable circumstances, com- 
monly knowa and acknowledged in the 
school, in defence of an individual! unjustly 
maligned. I cannot, in conclusion, refrain 
from protesting against the dastardly spirit 
which oceasionally (but, happily, very 
rarely) urges students, conceiving them- 
selves slighted or aggrieved, to retura upon 
their teachers real or imagined injuries by 
means of that most treacherous and disho- 
nourable weapou, an anonymous atteck 
for while it is certain that medical pupils 
do, and will, occasionally, experience some- 
thing approaching to hauteur or neglect 
from some of their teachers, it is equally 
evident that any person so insulted has it ia 
his power to meet and repel the offence by 
a display of just indignation, expressing it- 
self in terms of respectfal, but manly, re- 
monstrance. The adoption of a course so 
opeo and straightforward, could never fail 
to bring redress or explanation to the parties 
aggrieved, and preventing them from incur- 
ring the turpitude of committing a “ moral 
assassination,” would render it unnecessary 
that the characters of the, perhaps uointen- 
tional, offenders should be dragged before 
the public as sacrifices to the malice of 
treacherous persons who dare not venture to 
back their assertions by their names. I 
have the honour to be, Sir, your very obe- 
dient servant, 
Honestas. 


P.S.—I inclose my name and address, 
which will be at the service of your corre- 
spondent, should he be able tosummon suffi- 
cient ingenuousness publicly, and ia your 
Journal, to declare his own. 
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PRACTISING DRUGGISTS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sin:—Thioking it highly requisite that 
the public should be put a little on their 
guard as to the capabilities of the chemists 
and druggists for prescribing, I will give 

oa a specimen of one in the town in which 

have resided for the last thirteen years. 
Mr. is in the habit of prescribing for 
any who may apply, aod if not far 
from his residence does, or at least he did, 
not object to visit the patient; but should 
the case be likely to be troublesome, or 
finding it getting serious, he recommerds 
some medical gentleman should be called 
io. It has happened more than once that I 
have been called in; but at the same time as 
if he felt conscious of his own inability io 
the treatment of disease, as soon as any of 
his family are taken ill he inmmediately 
sends for aneighbouring medical gentleman. 


SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS OF MUSCLES. 


as to grant a reply next week, if one is re- 
ceived; and believe me, Sir, respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

T. C. 


UNEDUCATED CHEMISTS, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 

Str:—We have just read over the 
speeches of Messrs. Payne, Allen, and Co., 
at the meeting of the chemists and drag- 
gists, to protect their craft, and we are pre- 
pared to prove the falsity of their assertions, 
The public, so far from being aware “ that 
they can have prescriptions prepared better 
at the chemist’s than at the surgeon's,” 
have always requested me to personally 
superintenad the making up of what I have 
prescribed; this looks like confidence in 
them with a vengeance. Speaking from my 
own experience, I seldom or ever have had 
(till lately) a prescription prepared twice 


alike! either they are out of one thing! 


Doubtless, this is not a solitary instance ;| as, for instance, the compound decoction of 


and, I dare say, that many of the readers of 
your valuable pages couid add similar testi- 
mony of the capabilities of the chemists 
and druggists, who are talking so largely 
and Joudly of their rights. Your obedieut 
servant, 

May 20, 1841. 

P.S.—I hope that those of your readers 
who koow of similar cases will take the 
trouble of informing you. 


SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS OF 
MUSCLES. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sin:—Under the supposition that Mr, 


aloes, for which they substituted the tincture ; 
and in another case they left out the chief 
virtue in the camphor, because, forsooth, 
“it would take him up an hour to form it 
intoa mass.” If a surgeon's assistant were 
to do this he would be at once discharged. 
lam further prepared to prove, that from 
the want of having undergone the severe 
studies of the surgeon, they are destitute of 
that close application to what they are 
doing, and ten to one but that something or 
other is left out by them in every prescrip- 
tion they so carelessly prepare. For in- 
stanee, one of these knowing chemists, with 
big import, said, “ Your prescription was 
very incompatible; the oil would not com- 
bine with the opiam.” Oil! there is no oil 
in it. * You will believe your own writ- 
ing.”"—* Yes; refer to the prescription.” 


Yearsley’s operation of excision of the uvula| Liniment. camphor. comp. plain as a pike- 
and tonsil glands removes spasmodic mo-| staff, “ Oh, I see; I read it olewm cam- 
tions of the muscles of the tongue and lips, | phor.” —“ But the comp. ought to have 
which irregular motion constitutes stammer-| brought you to your senses.”—“ ’Tis a mis- 
ing, may I beg to inquire if Ishould remove take.” I conceive this to be an anpardon- 
the penis and testicles from a patient who | able mistake, because I expressly wrote that 
has a spasmodic affection of the cremaster | he himself should prepare it, and be very 
muscle? For, reasoning from analogy,| accurate. Several complaints being made 
there is as much connection between the that the medicive was always different, and 
uvula and tonsils and the tongue, as be- that from the same prescription; yet the 
tween the penis and testicles and the cre- Crown, forsooth, patronises the chemists in 
master muscle, Mr, Yearsley states, that preference to the surgeon or apothecary, 
enlarged tonsils and elongated uvulas are It is not the Crown, but some court physi- 
the cause of stammering, or spasmodic mo- | cian, who is afraid of the criticisms of the 
tions of thetongue. So, perhaps,they are. On| more skilful apothecary, We have a more 
account of my patient having very large tes- serious charge still to bring against the che- 
ticles, and an unusually elongated penis, mists, that of a species of forgery—that of 
the cremaster muscle is spasmodically af- pretending to prepare medicine “from the 
fected at certain times; and be informs me, look of what surgeons have sent out.”— 
that the spasm is so great, that his testes “ Persons often come to me (owns a che- 
absolutely roll about, and his penis, through’| mist) to do that; which I do as near as 1 
sympathy, partakes so much of the spas-|can; but it is all guess-work.” I would 
modic action, that he appears to have a|have it a penalty of five pounds for every 
live mackarel in his garments. Be so kind! such offence ; end alse five ponds for over 
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mistake they make in a prescription. Their 
bunglings in physic and surgery are notori- 
ous. For indigestion they gave me, when 
a boy, “a sky-rocket,” that is, a violent 
emetic, containing, among other devilish 
gredieots, half an ounce of autimonial wine ; 
* a dose,” which, as our medical attendant 
observed, “ was strong enough for a horse ;” 
the effects of which I have not yet reco- 
vered. Where soothing medicines are re- 
quired, they purge, and vice versa. lna quinsy, 
one of these “ clever men,” who at Pool has 
recently had inscribed over his killing-no- 
merder shop “ medical hall:” a lady was 


LYING PERIODICALS.—BOOKS.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


fully defeat the magistrates in other coun- 
ties as they have been defeated in Middlesex, 
where, also, they attempted recently to ride 
rouzh-sbod through the court of the coroner, 


We have just received from a correspond- 
eut, copies of the two veracious things called 
* medical journals,” in which the supposed 
conduct of the Editor of Tue Lancer in the 
House of Commons, relative to the Vaccina- 
tion-Act Amendment Bill, has been con- 
demned, The writers, as is the common 


nearly suffucated by the steams of bis hot fo- | practice of such persons, have penned nothing 
meotations, and wrapping the head up in roils | but falsehoods from beginning to end of their 
of flannel; she received instant relief from effusions. Their stupidity is only matched 


an opposite mode of treatment. One old there 
bed-ridden gentleman was dreadfully sali- om 
vated by “ some of his mild opening pills.’ 
He swallowed all his teeth; and his tongue ceited and senseless, as to consider that the 
lolloping from his mouth, with the saliva | general practitioners of this empire will ever 
flowing io streams, “he thought he was experience a single unfriendly act from a 
poisoned.” But if all their negligences aod man who has advocated their cause without 


igooranc’s were written, the world woul 
hardly contain the bouks. We remain, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

Epwakrop Frorance, Surgeon. 


Deatu py Viotence.—Dolgelly, On the 
29th ult., Aon, daughter of Hugh Evans, 
shoemaker, was so mach injured by a cart 
going over her that she died oa the 2od inst. 
The deceased and several other children bad 
been climbing up the wheels of the cart, as 
it was standing opposite Mr. Walker Aan- 
wyl's shop, when the horses moved on, and 
the wheel passed over her neck. The driver 
was at the time ia the shop, and no one 
attending the horses. The body was buried 
oo the 4th inst., without any inquest being 
held'—From the Carnarvon and Denbigh 
Herald, *,* Acorrespondent bas forwarded 
to us the above paragraph. We cao only 
say on the subject that the parish in which 
the death occurred is liable to be heavily 
amerced, for allowing the burial to take 
place without first makiog kaowa to the 
coroner the fatal event; and the coroner him- 
self to be fioed and imprisoned for not hold- 
jug an inquest on the body, if be received 
due notice of the circumstance. It is quite 
scandalvuus that such vivlations of the law— 
aod they frequently occur in the country— 
should be permitted to pass without punish- 


ment of the parties by whom they are com-— 


mitted, Another correspondent, in referring 
to the case at Dolgelly, ascribes the omis- 
sion of an inquest to the fact, that the 
magistrates of that district exercise such a 
power over the accounts of the coroner, that 
that officer declines to bold inquests in a 
great number of cases where his interference 
is demanded, because he would have neither 
his fees nor his expenses allowed by those 
worthies. If the coroners knew better the 
law oa the subject, they might as success- 


| ceasing, tiring, or flagging, for nearly tweaty 

years? A plain statement of facts in expo- 

sure of the allegations of the contemptible 

writers in question, will furnish the profes- 
| sion with a tolerably correct index to the 
| feelings that influence certain persons regard- 
| ing the conduct which the Editor of Tut 
| Lancet considers it to be his duty to pursue 
/to the profession and the public, aad that 
| statement shall appear in our columas next 
| week. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Communications have been received from 
Mr. Yearsley ; Mr, Levison; Mr. Nunneley ; 
Dr, Hocken; Mr, Howard; Erlangensis, 
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